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Has your light-as-a-feather, @ 
swiss cheese-criled, q 


Mote îı ENDURO SPROCKETS 


f WC NAE Y b stuck on the trail? By Steel Gears 
DA | "ue شب‎ Goetsteeli's real! Fronts $10.-$16.95 Rears $28.-$39.95 
BEST BUY MX RACER KIT O-RING KIT 


Front & Rear Sprockets Front & Rear Sprockets Front & Rear Sprockets 
and Standard Chain and Racing Chain and O-Ring Chain 
$73.95 $83.95 $99.95 


Lo Extreme 
ON SJ CHAINWHEELS ALUMINUM SPROCKETS 
Sprockets $21-$47.95 


Gearz “Extreme” Aluminum $39.95 
Chain & Sprocket Kits from$89.95 


The Worid's #1 Motorcycle Chain 


420x126 O-Ring Chain $48.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $29.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $59.95 
520 O-Ring Chain from$52.95 | 520 O-Ring Chain from$57.95 | 520 Gold O-Ring from$95.95 


ALL OUR CHAIN PRICES INCLUDE THE MASTERLINK! 


RACING SUPPLY 


HI. 123 Norton, MA 02766 


FREE 


80 PAGE 


CATALOG 
Va 


5A 


RACING SUPPLY 


$16.95 
Aluminum R-Sprockets $35-$39.95 
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ULD 
PLASTIC 
F-Fenders from $19.95 
R-Fenders from $17.95 
R-Scoops from pr $39.95 
S-Panels from pr $41.95 
Fork Guards $28.95 
Frame Guards $18.95 


Min- 


ی تسس 


Cables from $12.95 


E; IURE 

w/ 1 7/7 ae II), 
Route Sheet Hldr. $19.95 
Brush Guards $29.95 
Deflectors $24.95 
Score Card Hldr. $ 8.95 
Rotor Guards $19.95 
Speedo Spacer 5 
KTM Footpegs $69.95 
KTM Rad Nuts 5 


GAS CAN 
Ñ 2.5 Gal 5 
5Gal $39.95 


CAMELBAK 


$29.95 
$30.95 


320z. System 
700z. System 
Bladders $14.95 
Mouth Piece $ 4.95 


(Wee cf 


Link Drink Kit $16.95 
Link Insulated Kit $24.95 
Route Sheet Hldr. $27.95 


NO LEAK 
MOUTH PIECE 


Bite Valve Fits All $9.95 


RPR 
PIPE GUARD 'É 
$39.95 


MUIEELG 


Piston Kits from $37.95 
Gasket Kits In Stock! 


ia] ROCKET: 
FILTER 
1| CLEANER 
7 $9.95 
Twin Air 
Airfilters $20.95 
Filter Oil $14.95 
Filter Cleaner $21.95 


FORK SS 


SEALS 
Showa,KYB,WPfrom$9.95 


XÁC 
HANDLEBARS 

Answer ProTaper $89.95 
Uni-Mount Kit $69.95 
Renthal from $59.95 
Moose Aluminum $49.95 
Moose Steel $17.95 


= Gah 


SPRINGS 


Fork Springs $79.95 ' 


Shock Spring$89.95 
RaceTech $76.95 
ZN 
Di: 1 

IGGER | 


Barnett from $79.95 





HEAVY DUTY 
RACING TUBES 


Moose Super $22.95 
Moose Slime $14.95 
Trelleborg ISDE $20.95 
Michelin AirStop $15.95 
Metzeler $15-$16.95 
ChengShin ۱-5 


BRAKE وص‎ 
PADS XÛ 

Dunlopads from $24.95 
EBC X Pads from $19.95 
EBC R Pads from $21.95 
Galfer Pads from $22.95 


gm BRAKE 


Quick Pins from $9.95 


BRAKE 


ROTORS 
Fredette $99.95 
Braking Rotors 
from $119.95 


0 WHEEL 
'/ BEARINGS 


Double Sealed $6-$13.95 


ENDURO Lae 
SKID 


PLATES trom $55.95 


CARBURETOR 

& AIRBOX 
Swamp Kit $ 9.95 
Extreme Kit $19.95 
Airbox Drain$12.95 
Tranny Vent$ 5.95 


hiner 


400x18 MT16 $60.95 
450x18 MT16 $63.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 


TRELLEBORG 


100/100x18 754 $86.95 


80/100x21 914 $62.95 


MICHELIN 
120/ 90x21 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 80x18 MS/P $64.95 
140/ 80x18 MS10$68.95 
120/ 80x19 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 70x19 MS/P $63.95 
110/100x18 VE33 $49.95 


me 

‘100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
110/100x18 VE37 $56.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
‘100/ 90x19 M5B $56.95 
110/ 90x19 M5B $60.95 

80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 

80/100x21 VE39 $39.95 


DUNLOP 


100/100x18 752 $58.95 
110/1007018 752 $59.95 
120/100018 752 $65.95 
100/ 90x19 752 $60.95 
110/ 90x19 752 $65.95 
120/ 90x19 $69.95 
80/100x21 $56.95 
100/100x18 $60.95 
110/100x18 

100/ 90x19 
110/ 90x19 

80/100x21 

80/100x21 755 


800-654-4998 


Customer Service & Info. 508-285-4342 


KCRS@MSN.COM 


0.0.0. CASH OK 
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ORDERS ARE PACKED IMMEDIATELY! 


NO "HANDLING" CHARGE! 


IN-STORE PRICES ARE THE 
SAME AS MAIL-ORDER! 


VISIT OUR OUT-LET STORE 


take Exit 410 (Rt.123) West for 3 miles. 
We are located on the right. 


Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 





Real Info: 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, 7.0. Box 
217, Granville, MA 01034, at $18.00 U.S. 
per 12 issues (one year). Canadian sub- 
scriptions are $25 yearly, and overseas 
subs are $40 yearly, surface delivery, all 
U.S. funds. We don’t have a Visa & 
Mastercard merchant's account, eo we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check or 
money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
check the expiration date. When you start 
getting close to expiring (the magazine, 
not you), send in a check along with the 
order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
52۷6 us money we can then spend on food. 
| can't say enough about food; it made me 
what | am today. 

Address Changes: Contrary to popular 
belief, the Post Office doesn’t automati- 
cally tell us when you change your 
address. If you don't want to miss an 
issue, let ue know in advance of your move, 
50 we can update our files before we mail 
your magazine into the ozone. The P.O, ie 
supposed to forward magazines, if you tell 
them to, but they don’t do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in Barnes & Noble or in any conve- 
nience stores. It’s a long story, but suffice 
it to say we can’t afford to sell it on the 
newsstand. You can get Trail Rider in a 
number of fine motorcycle shops, and 
some day we plan to print a list of them. 
Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. We'll sell 
you a minimum of six issues (non-return- 
able) at a price you won't lose money on, 
and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Clubs can advertise their 
events in Trail Rider for the low price of 
$185 a page, and $135 a half-page. This is 
something like a 40% discount off regular 
prices just because we like to help the 
clubs out. Regular retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
3,000 hardy souls, and besides that we 
like to eat, 25 we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Telephone Calls: We don’t have a giant 
staff. Most of the people working for this 
magazine have day jobs, and don’t keep 
office hours, eo they're hard to get on the 
phone. We also can't sell subscriptions 
over the phone, and are too stressed-out 
to take Yankee Trader ads on the phone. 
However, we love to hear from you, and 
would really appreciate a letter or e-mail if 
you want to communicate with us. Tell us 
up front if it’s not for publication. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in. 
Thanks! 1 
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Some thought it was too short.... 
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Read it, and please don't ask questions 
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Warning: Motorcycle riding, hare scrambling, enduro riding 
and trail riding are all inherently dangerous, and unless you've 
already accepted the fact that you could get hurt easily doing 
anything illustrated in this book we'd hesitate to recommend 
that you try it. If you do, wear all protective gear, including a 
helmet, gloves, heavy boots, knee guards and anything else 
you can find. You should bundle up like a polyethylene Sta- 
Puft marshmallow man, and then go out and have fun. You 
will. Just don't worry about banging yourself up. 





On the cover: Local boy 
does good: Michael Lafferty 
playing around on his '97 
KTM, right before the start 
of the season. Since this 
picture was taken, Mike fin- 
ished second in one nation- 
al enduro, and won three 
more overall. Can you say 
"Future national champion?" 
Way to go, Mikey! 
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“Oh, you don't want to go that way; 
there's too much traffic. Besides that, 
the Highway Department is digging some 
kind of ditch outside of Tansboro, and 
you'll probably get stopped out there. 
Just head out of Blue Anchor on 561, 
down to Batsto and along the Mullica 
River, then head up 565 to the top of the 
Wading River, and then off the spur 
towards New Gretna— you been there 
before." 

“Yeah, ۱ have, but it seems like a 
roundabout way to get there..." 

^Naah! This is the best way! If you're 
going early in the morning, there won't 
be another car on the road, and you'll 
see plenty of deer out feeding around 
Hammonton Lake—they say there's bass 
in that lake, although | don't believe it. 
All I ever caught there was perch. 
Anyway, go past the Harrisville ruins, and 
keep an eye out for a dirt road on the 
left, there'll be some kind of sign saying 
such-and-such of a blueberry farm is off 
in the woods—if you feel like stopping 
pick a couple of quarts and mom will 
make some blueberry pies. You'll be fol- 
lowing alongside the Wading River now, 
not the Mullica. Head up that road for a 
ways, and when you pass over an old 
wooden bridge bear to your right. Follow 
that road out for about eight miles and 
the place I saw everybody riding was on 
the left. You'll know it when you see it." 

He was certainly right about the lack of 
traffic. I had driven for about an hour 
outside of Berlin without seeing another 
car, and although the going was rather 
Slow, it was surely a pretty drive. Corn 
fields, blueberry fields—I had to stop 
and pick some—and there always 
seemed to be a river on one side or the 
other—mute testimony of what you have 
to expect when you take directions from 
an old fisherman. 

As far as knowing the place to stop, 
well, he was right about that, too. It was 
right outside of Rutter’s Mill, a place I'd 
ridden at least a dozen times before, not 
counting all the enduros I'd ridden in 
that neighborhood. It had taken me 
three and a half hours to get there, and 
I'd clocked it on the highways before at 
just under 50 minutes. But the drive was 
nice, and I wasn't in any hurry as I 
unloaded to get in a short ride before 
heading back. 

I figured I'd probably go back the same 
way, too. For all the twists and turns and 
scenery on his road down here, he 
should have been a trail rider. To my 
dad, where you're going and when you're 
going to arrive mean nothing—the most 
important part is the journey there; see- 
ing the sights, checking out the crops, 
and maybe looking for fish. And when 
you're on a bike, that's pretty much just 
what it's all about, right? Besides, you 
don't get any blueberry pies for sticking 
to the highways. Û 


of us would know the best way there. 

Now you have to understand, to my 
dad the best way isn’t the fastest way. He 
has a scorn for freeways and divided 
highways that borders on militant, and if 
he can’t find a route that passes by the 
smallest towns, the prettiest little lakes, 
and the cheapest farm markets, well, 
then there’s no reason to be going out 
there, is there? The only way to find this 
kind of terrain is to look at a map—no 
one other than the crustiest local knows 
these roads even exist—and you look at 
all the black lines rather than the red 
ones. 

My dad steered me to a riding area this 
way once. “I saw some guys riding on the 





way out to Tuckerton once,” he said, 
“and it looked like a really neat spot. 
There was plenty of open woods, it was 
kinda hilly and sandy, and lakes every- 
where if you wanted to cool off.” 

“Hey, that sounds like my kind of rid- 
ing,” I said, interested in giving the usual 
spots a break. “Where is this place?” 

“Oh well, it's...here, where's the map? 
Okay, look at this, you head down Berlin 
Road out towards Blue Anchor, you know 
the way there, right? Bear right outside of 
town, heading towards Sicklerville, and 
then head left on the road that goes past 
Ancora?” 

“Yeah, but what’s wrong with Route 
735?" 


VER 


by Paul Clipper 
Getting There 


Say, can you tell me where the motor- 
cycle race is happening?” you ask the 
puffy-eyed old man who's just starting to 
carry out the first basket of tomatoes at 
the roadside market. 

“The what? The motorcycle race? That 
must be the thing all you guys with sick- 
les in yer trucks is goin’ to! I don’t 
know—my boy Sam says everybody 
seems to be headed for the old 
Anderson place, you know where that is, 
right?" 

“Well, no, I don't live around here..." 

"You don't, huh? Well it's just down the 
road here about five miles, and then you 
turn onto a dirt road that comes out on 
the left, just the other side of an old 
sycamore tree. You can't miss the tree, it 
lost a big branch off the back side in that 
bad storm last year. Well, just past that 
tree is the road, and you follow the road 
about eight miles till you get to a gravel 
road on the right. It'S a good road, but 
it’s a gravel road. The Anderson place is 
right off that road, you can't miss it on 
the right." 

What he doesn't tell you is that you can 
easily miss it on the left, and what you 
don't find out until you've been driving 
around in the boondocks for two hours 
is that they weren't going down the dirt 
road to the Anderson place, they were 
actually turning right off the road into the 
volunteer fire department, a place that 
was about 200 yards up a driveway. 

Enduros are always held at fire depart- 
ments, and that should make it a lot eas- 
ier, right? Wrong. The only people who 
have any idea at all where a fire depart- 
ment is are the people who work there. 
Everybody else is living their life confi- 
dently trusting the belief that the fire 
department knows exactly where their 
place is. Who cares where the fire 
department is—you only go there when 
you want a chicken dinner on a summer 
Saturday night. Assuming you know how 
to get there. 

The old guy at the farmer’s market 
would be talking to deaf ears if he was 
giving directions to me. I can't follow 
directions to save my life, and I think 
that's all my father's fault. Before I even 
knew how to read, I could read a map; 
because every time my father's friends 
mentioned a particular fishing hole out 
would come the maps and charts and 
before the night was through every one 
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rai Rider Returns to New England! 

The big news this past spring was that Trail Rider magazine finally made the big drive 
north and is now back in the land of its birth. Trail Rider was born in 1970 in Wenham, 
Massachusetts, by Bob Hicks, who is still very active in mountain biking and gainfully 
employed writing about boating. Hicks passed the magazine on to Gail Pells and John 
Menze, who published the title from their home in Connecticut for a few years, before 
selling to current publisher Clipper, who moved the operation to his home in New Jersey. 
More than ten years of steady publishing from the South Jersey address laid the founda- 
tion for the next big leap, and over the course of a rather frantic two weeks in April, pub- 
lisher Clipper, who prefers the title "Bossman" (which he shamelessly stole from the late 
Geoff Eldridge, founder of Australasian Dirt Bike magazine), moved the editorial offices 
of Trail Rider to the quaint and quiet hill town of West Granville, in the foothills of the 
Massachusetts Berkshires. 

“I've hoped for years to some day move Trail Rider back to its roots,” said Clipper, in 
an exclusive interview with this writer, "and now that dream has come true. The produc- 
tion and printing of TR will remain in South Jersey, where we have a very competent, 
enthusiastic network of services already established, and the new remote location for edi- 
torial and creative facilities has precipitated a giant leap into the space age, that is really 
very exciting." Basically, the magazine is now created entirely electronically, with the end 
product being burnt onto a CD-ROM disc at the offices in Massachusetts and then express 
shipped down to GraphicData in New Jersey, where it is output and printed and shipped 
to the mailing house for postal delivery preparation. 

^We're looking forward to working from the new offices, especially as riding season 
approaches,” said Clipper. “It’s very quiet and rural here, and the riding is fantastic. Best 
of all, though, is that I have a dedicated core of freelancers, with Mark Uth and Jungle 
Dave covering the ECEA, Charlie Williams working the National Desk, and Cheri Alix and 
Jay Chittenden helping immensely in New England, and coverage of this region should be 
better than ever before. We're looking forward to it; this is the kind of thing that makes 
life exciting!" 


Works Catalog 


Speaking of East Coast homeboys, North 
Jersey resident Drew Smith is hammering 
along with his Works Enduro Rider busi- 

























WNYOA Event Schedule 


The Western New York Off Road 
Association sent in their 1997 schedule, 
and here it is: 


ness, turning out steering dampers, sus- 6/1 WNYERA Hare Scrambles 
pension systems and all sorts of trick little 6/8 Wayne County M.C. Hare Scrambles 
parts. To find out about all of them you 6/22 Frozen Ocean Hare Scrambles 
have to get a catalog. Such a catalog is 6/29 Ithaca Dirt Rider Hare Scrambles 
available from W.E.R. at Box 279-A Jenny 7/6 Plattekill Mtn. H.S. (ECEA) 
Jump Avenue, Great Meadows, NJ 07838; 7/15 Thunder Ridge Hare Scrambles 
(908)657-6585. 8/5 Canyon M.C. Enduro (ECEA) 
* 8/10 McKean County M.C. ۰ 

New Hampshire Reeds 8/17 Ithaca Dirt Riders Enduro (ECEA) 

Moto Tassinari in Lebanon, New 9/7 Flat Rock Hare Scrambles 
Hampshire, 9/14  VFTR Moonshine Enduro (ECEA) 
makes a 9/21 Zoar Valley M.C. Hare Scrambles 
new intake 9/28 Southern Tier Enduro (ECEA) 
system 10/5 Wayne County M.C. Enduro 
known as 10/12 Square Deal Hare Scrambles 


the V-Force For information on any of the WNYOA 
Delta reed events, contact Ray Goulet at (716)657- 
valve sys- 7142. Q 

tem. It’s a 


wild-looking 
three-port 


Where To Ride 





d 6 ۲ ۴ 8 = 
shaped rub- 6/1 Farent/Child ride, Wrentham, MA 
ber over- 6/1 Slip Shot XVII Turkey Run, Wrentham MA 


6/7 AMA Nat. D.S., St. Charles, MO 


molded 6/7 AMA Nat. D.S., Lake Isabella, CA 


6/7-8 AMA National Reliability Enduro, Tillamook, OR 
6/8 ECEA Hare Scrambles, PBER, South Jersey 

6/8 New Eng. Championship Enduro, Somers CT 

6/14 Dam Good Junior Enduro, Thomaston CT 

6/14-15 AMA GNCC Series, Elizabeth, W 

6/15 Dam Good Hare Scrambles, Thomaston CT 

6/15 VFTR Dual Sport, Eastern FA 

6/21 AMA Nat. D.S., Loudon, NH 

6/21 AMA Nat. D.S., Renfro Valley, KY 

6/21-22 AMA National Reliability End., McMinnville, OR 
6/21-22 New Hampshire Classic Nat. D.S., Loudon NH 
6/22 Little Rhody Enduro, W. Greenwich, RI 

6/22 Little Rhody Enduro, W. Greenwich RI 

6/26 Firecracker Junior Enduro, Union CT 

6/28 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Union CT 
6/29 AMA National Enduro, Akeley, MN 

6/29 Conn. State Hare Scrambles, Union CT 

6/29 Kayaderosseras Kaper T.R. , Lake Desolation, NY 








reed cage fitted with carbon fiber reed 
petals, and is said to increase acceleration 
and widen your powerband. The system is 
in use by Kevin Hines and Team CRE, as 
well as Team Suzuki members Rodney 
Smith, Steve Hatch, and Paul Edmonson. 
They call it the latest word in reed develop- 
ment, and you can learn more by calling 
them at (603)448-6686. 


New Rule Books 


New ECEA rule books are available now, 
for the cost-covering price of $1 each. 
Arrange to get one at your next ECEA club 
meeting, or call the ECEA if you’re an out- 
sider. The phone number? (717)865-0601. 


EASTERN: 


NEWS = 


Don’t Miss the Dube 


Formerly known as the Lean Dube 
Memorial turkey run, the New Hampshire 
Classic Charity Trail Ride is happening this 
month, and if you’re a real trail rider, this is 
your kind of ride. Once again benefiting the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in its search for 
a cure for the disease, the ride happens on 
June 21 and 22, and is laid out to appeal 
to all skill levels of riders. Your bike must 
be highway registered and street legal, and 
you have to be a NETRA or an AMA mem- 
ber to ride. The good part is that first time 
NETRA and AMA memberships will be avail- 
able there for a reduced fee—$14 for 
NETRA, and $15 for AMA. The “benefit” 
part comes when enthusiastic riders (like 
yourself) help the charity by soliciting 
pledges for 
your ride. The 
more pledges 
your get, the 
more chances 
you can earn 
towards pos- 
sibly winning 
a brand-new 
H o n d 6 
XR400, and a 
pair of round- 
trip air tickets 
f or o m 
American 
Airline to the 
Caribbean. If 
you elect to not collect pledges, the entry 
fee is a flat $40 for the ride. For more infor- 
mation and a pre-entry packet, contact the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation at (800)757- 
0203. 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


New England Trail Rider Budds Creek MX/H.S. 
Association (NETRA) (301)475-2000 
P.O. Box 478 AMA 
Ellington, CT 06029 P.O. Box 6114 
(860)875-5757 Westerville, OH 43081 
East Coast Enduro (614)891-2425 
Association (ECEA) New York Trail Rider 
RD 4, Box 5671 Alliance, NENYC 
Jonestown, PA 17038 8 Komar Drive 
(717)865-0601 Charlton, NY 12019 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. New Jersey Trails 
(VETRA) Conservancy (NJTC) 
P.O. Box 136 1799 Route 38 
South Pomfret, VT 05067 Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
Pennsylvania Trail District 6 Sports Asc. 
Riders Association P.0. Box 554 
(PATRA) Lebanon, PA 17042 
Box 77 (717)272-6896 
Thomasville, PA 17364 SETRA 
Racer Productions 5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 
(AMA GNCC Series) Lithonia, GA 30038 
Route 7, Box 459 Blue Ribbon Coalition 
Morgantown, WV 26505 P.0. Box 5449 
(304)284-0084 Pocatello, ID 83202 
(208)237-1557 
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SPARK ARRESTORS 


Compact, 

Lightweight, 

Performance enhancing 

; J and handsome too! 
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“Moto or trail riding, it’s the best spark 
arrestor I’ve ever used” 


Tom Webb/Dirt Rider Magazine 


The ISDE Turbine Core spark 
arrestor not only looks like an ordinary silencer 
it performs like one too! #19” to ۶ 


‘Turbine Dampening Separator 


It's the first spark arrestor system that isn't the performance 


© 
(S) 


901550 HOOS © 


equivalent of a boat anchor. Compact in size and lightweight 


٩۱۸90 AL 
۱۱99 aras 


the ISDE Turbine Core spark arrestor flows as well as a regular 


UWS Asupoy © 


straight flow silencer, with virtually none of the restriction associated 


with conventional spark arrestor designs. 


FMF’s exclusive “Turbine Dampening System” 
redefines spark arrestor technology with free flowing, virt 
maintenance free performance. Nearly identical in size and perfor n 


to our Power Core silencer, the Turbine Core 


U.S. Forestry Approved. 


Ask for the Turbine Core spark arrestor at you local dealer, or for a complete catalog of FMF products and services contact: 
FMF Racing inc., 25930 Belle Porte Ave., Harbor City CA 90710 ph310 539-6884 fx310 539-6605 


Photos courtesy of ©DIRT RIDER Magazine/Mark Kariya 
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primary drive gear and all the little bits. 
The XR600 kit boosts the bike to a 628, 
just like the Baja bikes, and gives you a 25 
percent power increase, through the same 
sort of parts. The 400cc kit goes for 
$1100, and the 628 kits will set you back 
$1600. But, it'S all Honda parts, so you 

. know they gotta be good. 
T See your Honda dealer. 


¦ Updated 
( 5 


One of the neatest things 
going is the CycoActive 
Spare Tube Fenderbag. It 
should be required equip- 
ment for trail riders and 
dual sporters, and even 
serious enduro riders. With 
it, you can carry a spare 21-inch tube 
(works both front and rear) without having 
to cram it into your fanny pack or hang it 
from your belt. IN the Fenderbag it's all 
protected and waterproof and out 
of the way. The latest incarnation 
of this bag features an entirely 
sticky-rubber underside, the zip- 
per on the bottom for easier use, 
and longer straps to fit the new 
deep-section fenders. It's also 20 
percent bigger than the old bag, 
and it still only costs about $20. 
You can find out where to get one 
by calling (800)491-CYCO. 


AMA Vintage Days 

The American Motorcyclist 
Association is once again spon- 
soring the Vintage Motorcycle 
Days this year, July 11-15 at the 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in 
Lexington, Ohio. Dick Mann will be the 
grand marshal for this sixth year event, 
which will feature vintage road racing on 
the asphalt course, as well as vintage 
motocross races, displays, a swap meet 
and a classic bike and memorabilia auc- 
tion. Lots of stuff for the vintage machine 


enthusiast. For more information, see 
your AM magazine, or call the AMA at 1- 
800-AMA-JOIN. 


Mountain Bike Weekend 


Okay, another Pennsylvania press 
release. If you're into mountain bike rid- 
ing in the northeast here, you might want 
to put down the motorcycle for one week- 
end, and head up to Jim Thorpe, PA, on 
June 15—15. That's the weekend for the 
annual Mountain Bike Weekend at Mauch 
Chunk Lake Park just 
up the hill from Jim 
Thorpe. It is an 
absolutely wonderful 
weekend of riding and 
horsing around, with no 
, Serious competition— 

just play riding. Too 
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recently that he decided to sponsor two 
homeboys—national enduro champi- 
onship contender Michael Lafferty, and 
ISDE legend Chris “Rats and Bones” 
Smith. "Don't let it get around that I spon- 
Sor a couple of guys, because my landlord 
don't care who has the number one 
plate.” he told us. Oh wel, — 

we let the cat out of the V i 

bag. Both of the riders will 
be sporting skull and 
crossbones designs, so 
popular with the residents 
of New Jersey. 





New Foam 
Cil 
Don't let the 


attractive packag- 

ing distract you, Spectro's new 
foam filter fluid is for keeps. The 
engineers at Spectro Oil engi- 
neered their foam filter fluid to 
be thing enough to 
not block air flow, yet 
tacky enough to trap 
the finest dust while 
remaining water- 
resistant in wet going. Better 
yet, it’s priced a lot more rea- 
sonable than the "imported" 
filter fluid. Get it at your 
Spectro dealer. 


Che Who? 


Okay, here's a title you're 
not going to see in your local 
Barnes and Noble. The 
Motorcycle Diaries by Che 
Guevara. This was all written 
when Che was still in his 20's, 
before he became the leg- 
endary Latin American revo- 
lutionary. It is an account of 
a year-long wild motorcycle 
ride around South America 
in 1951/52, including vari- 
ous misadventures that will 
make you feel very smug 
and secure in your subur- 
ban split-level. This book, 
and about a jillion more 
motorcycle titles, is avail- 
able from Whitehorse 
Press, at (603)556-6556. 


Mo' Powah 


Obviously, the Honda XR is such a neat 
sled that even American Honda can't 
leave it alone. Your Honda dealer can 
order you a Power- 


Up kit for the 
XR600 or XR400. 
The 400cc kit 


keeps the displace- 
ment the same and 
offers about a 15 
percent horsepow- 





er increase through 7 œ e 1 much fun. For more 
the use of a higher $ ø ERN یچ‎ - info call (717)626- 
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New Supercross Book 

Joe Bonnello is an old enduro riding 
friend of the publisher of this rag, and also 
a great photographer. 
He was responsible for 
the beautiful cover of 





the March ‘97 issue, 
the beach shot from 
Peru. Well, Joe also 


has his first book out, 
called Supercross, and 
it’s a compilation of 
photographs of the 
best riders in the world 
at work, as well as a 
history of Supercross 
by Eric Johnson, and 
bios of all the riders as 
well as some behind the scenes editorial 
work. Bonnello is a photographer who is 
best described as not being afraid of his 
camera, and his photos are unique, strong 
images that easily convey the excitement 
of this wild sport. Best of all, the book is 


PI 


only $12.95 from Motorbooks 
International, at (800)826-6600. 
More Wacky TV 

And what of Jerry Bernardo, former 


scourge of the King Philip Trail Riders and 
noted helmet painter from Millis, 
Mass? Bernardo is now hosting 
two shows on cable network 
ESPN-2, including MotoWorld 2, 
now known as "MW2 Rev It Up” 
and a new show, "Inside Monster 
Jam." MW2 Rev It Up got its name 
change so to allow the show to 
include practically anything with a 
motor, and Bernardo is very excit- 
ed about the show they're putting 
together during Memorial Day 
weekend—a week-long look at 
former pro motocrosser Jeff Ward 
and his efforts to qualify and race 
the Indy 500. Bernardo is both hosting 
and producing the show now, so you 
know he’s getting the big bucks. MW2 is 
the only ESPN2 show to be nominated for 
two CableACE awards in the last two 
years, and has a very strong following for 
a show that doesn’t have a fixed time slot 
(When is it on? Who knows...call Sealsco 
and ask them—(770)651-5508). 

Inside Monster Jam is all about monster 
trucks, stadium sand drags, tractor pulls 
and all the wild stuff that happens in the 
world of Pace-promoted monster truck 
events. Even though the show is relatively 
new, it has been enjoying huge ratings— 
probably due to its fixed 6:50 p.m. 
Tuesday time slot. Bernardo is still paint- 
ing helmets in his spare time, and told us 
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Chain Wax Chain & Cable Lube 


Maxima Chain Wax is unique chain lubricant designed for 
all chain care needs. The exclusive ParaFilm™ wax 
formula sprays on as a liquid then sets to a soft waxy 
film, creating an outstanding lubricant that won't fling 
off or attract dirt like conventional chain lubes. 

The special wax formula penetrates deep into the chain 
to provide excellent lubrication and protection in wet or 
dry riding conditions. 

Chain Wax's clean, dry application reduces excess build 
up on the chain and sprockets, ensuring long lasting, 
worry-free operation while extending normal chain life 


for all o-ring and conventional chains. 


e WON'T FLING OFF 

e DOESN'T ATTRACT DIRT 

e EXTENDS CHAIN LIFE 

e LONG LASTING PROTECTION 
e DRIES TO A WAXY FILM 


RACING LUBRICANTS 











ECEA Round Two 


CURLY FERN 


Burnt Mill piece, a fast 5 mile section run 
mostly in open deciduous forest that begins 
with a debilitating mile ride down a 
whooped out sand road. Several wet sec- 
tions played havoc, sticking many riders, 
and a secret check-out, check number 10, 
took points from all. Spence made his first 
real mistake of the day going into this sec- 
tion, when he burnt the check-in by a few 
seconds, adding two points to his card. 
Lafferty zeroed, as did most of the other AA 
riders, and both dropped three at the check- 
out, as did Bennett (Hon). 

From this point, the run looped down 
towards the famous Atco Dragway, where 






Jack Lafferty Jr. had Spence beaten through the first 12 
checks, but then ran into trouble and wound up in second. 


bi - 


Drew Smith hacked through the swamp section like a per- 
son who truly enjoys that kind of riding. 


Another workout for the A riders! 


was going to be in full use, and possibly 
expanded upon. Frankly, the rumors actual- 
ly scared away a number of A riders who 
feared embarrassment or bike abuse, and 
when the smoke and steam cleared the rid- 
ers found they really hadn't had that much 
to worry about after all. They still lost plen- 
ty of points, though. 

In the end it was Mark Spence taking the 
overall, on his new for ‘97 Team Green 
KX250 ride. Last years ECEA Grand 
Champion continued his 1996 battle with 
past multi-time champion Jack Lafferty Jr., 
overcoming Lafferty's early lead and taking 
command in the “A-only” sections to finish 
up one point better, with a 54 total to 
Lafferty's 55 card. 

The first loop of the event ! 
was uneventful, consisting 
of plow lines and sand road 
east of Route 206. Six & 
checks in the section saw 
most of the A and AA riders 
staying on zero, except for a 
tricky emergency check-out 
at check number four that 
may have grabbed a point 
from some of the A riders. 
An arrowing problem before ; 
the final section of the loop 
forced the club to change 
check-out check number six 
into an observation check 
only. 

Lafferty and Spence 
stayed even through the 
first loop, with Lafferty hav- 
ing the advantage of a 0:0 Be 
: score, while Spence had 

dropped 25 emergency sec- 

onds. They had plenty of 

company, since a number 
of A riders also zeroed the loop. 
Considering the pre-race rumors, 25 
seconds shouldn't have caused * 
Spence too much anguish, and 
they'd see in the second half what 
Sort of points would really be 
dropped. 

They all got their chance shortly 
after the start of the loop, as check f 
seven checked everyone into a typi- § 
cal South Jersey stick farm, with the § 
trail covering old cranberry bog 
dikes and liberally laced with briers 
for the careless riders. Multiple log 
and rail road crossing kept everyone 
hopping, and all dropped points at 
the check-out. Spence had the 
advantage over Lafferty, with a 1:61 
compared to Jack Jr's. 1:79, but 
Spence didn't card the best score. 
He was beaten through the section 
by Richard Lafferty (1:50) and Kevin 
Bennett (1:47). The fun was only 
just starting, though. 

A fast run on connector trails to 


É 


nine, put the riders into SJER's 


One of the joys of water-cooled bikes is the pleasure of a portable 





Kevin Bennett dog paddles through a muddy spot. He did- the next check-in, check number 


by Paul Clipper 


Atsion, NJ 3/23 
outh Jersey Enduro Riders' annual romp 
through the western limits of the 

Wharton State Forest was greeted with plen- 
ty of suspicion and trepidation by all, espe- 
cially the “A” class riders. Last year, SJER 
revealed a new swamp section on private 
land that basically surprised the pants off of 
everyone and houred out a few of the "A 
Only" loop riders who had forgotten how to 
swim. This year the club kept quiet about 
what was planned, but rumors got out that 
once again the infamous Bertino's section 
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steam bath if the going gets a little too tight! 
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n't have a great day, and finished fourth AA. 
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2. Jason Puser KTM 10 3. John Dunn Kaw 33 
3. John Shukovsky Hon 10 4. Jim Corsello Kaw 36 
4. Bill Gilbert Yam 11 5. Nick Sciarra Hus 43 
5. Tino Carman Kaw 12 C250 

B Open 1. Wade Johnston Suz 22 
1. Michael Crum KTM9 2. Chris Vecchione Kaw 22 
2. Mark Howton KTM 12 3. Charles Bays Yam 25 
3. Mark Trowbridge KTM 18 — 4. Jim Aiello Suz 27 
4. Tim Gallagher © KTM 22 5. Tom Newcomb Jr. Yam 29 
5. Mike Barr KTM 22 C Open 

B Four Stroke 1. Layne Foulk KTM 38 
1. Ron Smith Kaw 10 2. Gary Price KTM 48 
2. Stacey Clark Hon 14 3. Greg McKenzie KTM 53 
3. James Paul Hon 25 4. Brett Jamieson Hon 56 
4. Chris Thornsen Hon 42 5. Steve Franza KTM 59 
B Veteran C Four Stroke 

1. Mike Bianco Yam 14. 1. Craig Gaver Hon 23 
2. Anthony Sutton Kaw15 2. Chris Crum Hon 41 
3. Matthew Keane KTM 19 3. Chris Crull Hon 42 
4. Mark Perry Yam 19 4. Erik Hohenberger Suz 42 
5. Albert Morrison Suz 23 5. Charles Sullivan Hon 42 
B Senior Women 

1. Jack Lewis Hon 12 1. Deborah BroderickSuz 27 
2. Ron Callahan Sr. Suz 25 2. Kathi Cambell Kaw 36 
3. Norm Franckle Jr. KTM 26 Trail 

4. David McIntyre ATK 31 1. Brian Ward Hon 21 
5. Ed Newcomb Suz 34 2. David McCall Kaw 26 
B Super Senior 3. Dave Burnett Hon 28 
1. Don Culbertson Suz 105 4. George Clickner Hus 30 
2. Tim Stibitz Kaw 168 5. Doug Adams Hon 36 
3. Roy Howard Suz 172 Masters 

C200 1. Don Burnett Hon 35 
1. Chris Raulf Kaw 30 2. Ed Baker Hon 125 
2. Edward Loper KTM 32 


reported that the prevailing mood was that 
of an angry mob. One final section was 
planned, but then shortened (another 
swamp was taken out) after the mass car- 
nage in the Bertino section. 

Many riders could gamble in this remain- 
ing section, and a number of them carded 
zeroes, including Rich Lafferty, Larry Poplin, 
M. Dean Spencer, Todd Lockhard and a few 


The Toughest 
and Fastest! 


Dyno Port offers a true woods pipe 
Powerband, or a top end pire if you 
really like fo scream, made out of the 
toughest steel that will definitely 
outlast our competitor's pipes in the 
rocks. Dyno Port doesn’t make the 
cheapest performance pipe, but for a 
few dollars more you can start winning 
races, on the toughest pipe available. 
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Works Pipes and Porting ° (315)258-5618 _ 
1896 Townline Road * Union Springs, NY 13160 


1. Michael Slechta Hon 44 
2. Byron Culbertson Hon 77 


Curly Fern Enduro 
Class Results 


Mark Spence Kaw 34 3. Cliff Tenney KTM 121 

Grand Champion A Four Stroke 

Dave Groemm KTM 35 1. Lewis Smith Jr. Hon 47 
High Point A 2. Joe Wallace Hon 148 
Steve Pfeiffer Hon 8 3. Vernon Wood Kaw 152 
High Point B A Veteran 

Troy Rider 21 1. Robert King KTM 45 
High Point C 2. James GunselmanYam 45 
AA 3. John Walter Suz 51 

1. Jack Lafferty Jr. KTM 35 4. Ken Law Hon 57 

2. Rich Lafferty Kaw 44 5. Steve Larkin Hon 117 
3. Craig Shenigo Yam 44 A Senior 

4. Kevin Bennett Hon 45 1. Kevin Kuenzner Hon 61 

5. Rich Shirk Jr. Kaw 49 2. Bruce Dengler Suz 126 
A125 3. Tom Marsh Gas 130 
1. Eric Pirie Hon 52 A Super Senior 

2. Drew Smith Hon 55 1. Jack Lafferty KTM 91 

3. Steve Hodgson Suz 57 2. Pete Parlett Hon 175 
4. Ed McGall Yam 70 B125 

5. M. Dean Spencer Hon 81 1. Joe Marchesani Yam 14 
A200 2. Steve Fox KTM 19 
1. Ron Lucas Kaw 54 3. Jim Rink Hus 19 
2. Todd Lockhard Kaw 86 4. Dan Stoppi Jr. Kaw 23 
3. Perry Hodges Yam 166 5. Dave Frazier Kaw 24 
4. James Brethaur Kaw 577 B200 

A250 1. Todd Quinn Kaw 9 

1. John Robbins Kaw 39 2. Eric Corbin Kaw 12 
2. Dwayne Shirk Kaw 45 3. John Castaldi Kaw 17 
3. Ken Long TM 45 4. Howard Lichtman Kaw 28 


4. Michael Bradway Yam 56 5. Rich Lauser Kaw 40 
5. Brian Carroll Suz 61 B250 
A Open 1. Scott Gribble Kaw 9 


Spence and Dave Groemm. However, they 
had to get there first, and the organization 
became a little sloppy after the check 13 
check-out when riders weren't given a reset 
to make up their late time. This had riders 
speeding down Jackson Road to get to the 
reset at Atco Dragway, which wasn’t very 
cool. Fortunately, no one was stopped or 
ticketed. Eyewitnesses at the Atco reset 
















DYNO PORT ; 


Don’t forget your silencer! Dyno Port-makes three: The Big-Core Barker 
for motocross, our enduro-style Cheater Silencer, and the Big-Core Shorty 
Spark Arresfor, the best performing true spark arrestor available. Dyno Port 
products are availabe for every model. See your dealer or call fo order. * 


the course split and the B and C riders 
headed back towards the gun club, while 
the A riders faced the demon of the course. 
Bertino’s was divided by three checks— 
number 11 check-in, mid-point emergency 
check number 12, and check-out at lucky 
13. Lafferty and Spence separated them- 
selves from the rest of the pack in here, 
dropping 12 and 15 respectively at the mid- 
point check, while Bennett went 16, and the 
third best AA score was turned in by Craig 
Shenigo of B&B, who dropped a 15. 
Without a doubt the best A-class score was 
posted by ISDE and enduro veteran Drew 
Smith, who proved that old age and experi- 
ence can triumph once again; Smith 
matched Spence's 15 score through the 
first half of the section. 

Although Bertino's was timed impossibly 
tight and took plenty of points, most riders 
agreed that it had its muddy spots, but was- 
n't nearly as bad riding as it was last year. 
Section captains John Smith and Chris Salin 
had spent plenty of time in the swamp, 
cleaning out and opening up the trail, and 
Mother Nature kept the water level low 
enough that parts of the section could even 
be considered dry. Basically it wasn't all that 
tough, but it still took loads of points. At the 
check-out to the section, Spence led the 
way with a 14-point loss, but right behind 
him was Drew Smith, who flew through with 
a 15. Burns at two checks earlier in the day 
would assure that Smith wouldn't finish bet- 
ter than second in the A 125 class, behind 
Eric Pirie. A Open flash Dave Groemm also 
had a 14 in that last section, and Jack Jr. 
finished it up with 17 points. 

This set up whatever last points-taking sec- 
tion that remained as a battle between 
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The fastest and toughest hare 
scrambles rider in New England 
is Tommy Norton, and he uses 
the toughest and fastest pipe he 
can find-Dyno Port! TA 
















= FUN IN MOTION 


MIKE'S CYCLE SUPPLY 


WE STOCK A LARGE N 
INVENTORY OF GENUINE % 


KTM PARTS 


| $, 2 > xe A + 
SPROCKETS - O-RING CHAINS W) d : OIM -. Byron Culbertson streaks through a sandy section, 
FOR OFF-ROAD RIDING i: : NS ۱۰ ۷ D on his way to a second place in the A Open class. 


Orders: l- 800-367-5209 —m- : > = ۹ 1 more. If you were playing it cautious you 


: | a hung back, and Spence finished with a 
۱ Information: 504-355-4525 Eu E ES i 1:56, while RERI carded a 2:58, giving 
the overall win to Spence. 

In spite of all the points taken, the club 
dealt with near insurmountable land use 
problems that had the course changing lit- 
erally up to the day before the enduro. 
Turkey breeding grounds rerouted some 
sections. Rattlesnake breeding others. New 
wilderness recreation area designated by 
the state, encompassing the lands around 
the Batsto and Mullica River, further 
cramped the sections east of US206. 













1115 Milan Avenue, Amherst, Ohio 44001 
me a Phone: 216-988-4474 Fax: 988-4476 
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TRAILERS CALL FOR FREE 


INFORMATION PACKET! 










LEADER IN QUALITY AND CLASS! 
Drop down rear ramp for easy loading and unloading. 
Light weight for easy towing with smaller tow vehicles. 
Available in 10’, 12’, 14’, 16’, and 20’ box lengths. 
Slanted sides and nose for aerodynamic perfection. 
All tubular steel frame and rollbar construction. 
Independent suspension torsion axles. 

Fiberglass enclosed trailers. 










coming soon to national enduxo-near 


Uh oh, wait a minute, what does it mean when the 
front wheel is up, both feet are on the same side of 
the bike, and your toes are behind your knees? 


Considering how hard they worked to pre- 
serve the parts of the course they could 
use, the club did a miraculous job of run- 
ning this enduro. Trail boss Kenny Lee 
Taylor fielded his share of complaints from 
the mud-haters, but overall opinion was that 
it wasn't as bad as it could have been in the 
swamp, and it was certainly better than last 
year. According to some of the club mem- 
bers, it was a miracle that the enduro hap- 
pened at all. 

But it did, and it's history now. Spence has 
another win to his name, and everybody 
gets a weekend layoff for Easter and to fix 
the mud damage. Congratulations and a pat 
on the back to all the SJER members 
involved for all the hard work, and a good 


O CROSSROADS INDUSTRIAL PARK ROCHESTER, NH 03867 (603) 335-7023 event. O 
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KTM has been building world-class off-road motorcycles for over 30 years. 
Motorcycles like the R/XC, which has been selected “Best Dual Sport” 
by the American press every year since it was introduced. And there’s 
never been a better time to get one, during KTM’s 30th Anniversary 
Celebration, going on now. What does that mean to you? A whole 
bunch; Zero Down or 90 Day Deferred Payment financing plans 

on any new ‘97 KTM R/XC as well as selected “SR 

non-current R/XCs. As if the "Best Dual Sport? £ b 

` electric start KTM wasn't enough, purchase of any said 

KTM garners you a special R/XC Accessory Package which includes a KTM Adventure III Enduro jacket, 

luggage rack, buddy pegs, tool bag, and tons more really cool items. A retail value of over $600 - Yours Free. 


"Special financing available through Greentree Financial for qualified buyers through participating dealers. 










“Best Dual Sport Motorcycle” 
Dirt Bike & Cycle World magazines 






Also, in honor of the 30th Anniversary, KTM is giving away a ‘97 KTM 50 SXR Pro Jr. Sportminicycle: 


Enter to win at your local KTM dealer, no purchase necessary. Sportmini 


Still not sure, then take one for a spin. Your KTM dealer is offering ۰97 R/XC Demo Rides’ But get down there quick. 
The Anniversary is now and they'll only be Celebrating from April Ist through June 30th 1997. Available at participating dealers. 


KTM Sportmotorcycles USA, Inc. (East) 1906 Broadway. Lorain. Ohio 44052 (West) 930 Fesler St.. El Cajon. California 92020 
SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Get this 

$600 R/XC 
Accessory Package 
— Free 





Trail Test 





'97 KTM 250EXC 


Testing and tuning on KTM’s most popular enduro machine 


50”) gave us a handlebar space headache. 
A switch to an older model front brake 
hose could solve things, but who wants to 
shell out bucks to replace a functional 
brake hose? We made do, and otherwise, 
everything went together fine. With that, we 
were ready to kick up some roost. 
Motor 

Inevitably, when a new bike hits the trail, 
there’s one defining characteristic that we 
end up spending most our time fiddling 
with. Honda CRs, it’s the fork. Thumpers 
get put on a diet. With ATKs, RMXs, and 
surprisingly, this years 250 EXC, it’s 
uncorking the motor; each however in a 
very different manner. Right off the bat, we 
found the ‘97 KTM 250 EXC to have an 
uncharacteristically flat power delivery in 
stock trim. No doubt, the term “electric” is 
way overused, often being a thinly dis- 
guised way of saying “slow,” although the 
term does admittedly come to mind. This 
bike’s not slow, it’s just that it doesn’t have 
a lot of snap when you rap the throttle. Of 
course, what this means is that you’re not 
spinning the back wheel wildly and spitting 
gravel in all directions, but instead main- 
taining good traction and propelling for- 
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orange color if you want, the 


ward. 

Works great for some riders and some 
conditions. Still, a lot of riders (this author 
for one) like a little more pop for roosting 
out of deeply bermed corners or lofting the 
front end over typical woods obstacles, and 
fortunately, it's really easy to find that with 
this KTM. Before we launched into that 
quest, however, we cleaned up the carbu- 
retion some. For the record, the Keihin 
PWK 38 carburetor comes from the factory 
with a 48 pilot, 175 main, N85C needle 
with clip in #5 position (from the top). 
Jetting was a little sloppy like this, espe- 
cially down bottom, so we gave Mike 
Lafferty a call and he passed on his race 
bike jetting specs, a leaner 45 pilot and the 
needle raised to the £4 position (with the 
stock 175 main). We've had good luck with 
this jetting and it should be fine for just 






Although you can still hate the 
new side panels and seat graphics really spice up the design. 








dg Per j 0 
The 250E/XC has a strong but very flat powerband. 
The performance secret? Remove the extra flywheel 
weight and start roosting! 


jects, in the interim we've contin- 
ued to ride and wrench on the 
deuce and a half, and in the 
process left no bolt unturned. 

As usual, the bike showed up at ۴ 
the TR offices in a sturdily con- M8 
structed, reinforced cardboard car- 
ton and as is often the case our first $ 
impressions of the steed were ۴ 
formed during the assembly $ 
process. This entailed mounting the 
fork and front wheel, installing the 
shock and various levers and con- 
trols, and making needed adjust- 
ments. First impressions of the fork 
are profound. The brutish new 
50mm Marzocchi sliders are beefy 
and noticeably weighty. Prior to mounting, 
we did a casual check of the fork oil level 
and found it to be overfilled on both sides. 
A good dealer would pick this up, however 
negligence here could easily lead to the 
seal leakage problems reported by many 
users of the new Zokes. With sano fork 
boots installed (and proper fork oil level), 
we experienced nary a problem with seal 
leakage to date. 

A new front brake hose makes mounting 
enduro hand guards more difficult, espe- 
cially when the bars are cut some. This is 
because the new hose screws straight into 
the master cylinder (as opposed to earlier 
hoses with a 90? bend at the master cylin- 
der), monopolizing space otherwise need- 
ed for hand guard mounts or tie down 
hooks. Our modestly cut handlebars (about 


By Mark Uth 


ts old news that the KTM 250 EXC is the 

best box-stock enduro racer out there. 
The quarter liter offering for Austria is prob- 
ably KTM's most popular off-road mount, 
among a substantial dirt line of some 
dozen two stroke and half that number 
again four stroke models. It comes fully 
equipped, competitively priced, and has 
(arguably) the best constitution of its class. 
Been that way for near a decade, and 1997 
is no exception. 

Not ones to rest on their corporate lau- 
rels, KTM has been a continuous techno- 
logical force, leading the industry with inno- 
vations like power valves, USD forks, water 
cooling and other technological leaps of 
the 80s, and more recently (‘95 model 
year) the first dirt bike manufacturer to 
return to conventional slider forks. In 
response to the one lingering fly-in-the-oint- 
ment of recent years (ignition dependabili- 
ty), KTM has bid sayonara to the perennial 
SEM ignition for '97, replaced with a state- 
of-the-art Japanese Kokusan spark unit. 
Add to that the new mega-fork from 
Marzocchi, and it's easy to leap to the con- 
clusion that KTM has another winner on its 
hands. A foregone conclusion, perhaps, 
but one that was easily proven during our 
extended testing. Here's what we've 
learned. 

Getting Started 

Our '97 KTM 250 EXC has been safely 

snuggled in the TR garages since 


December, and we've been trying to get a 
story out on it for two months running. Pre- 
empted by recent Kawasaki and ATK pro- 
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No doubt the new Marzocchi forks are the beefiest 
KTM forks to date, but the don’t work bad at all. 
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۰ MORE BIKES! ۰ MORE PARTS! 
e COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 
‘97 Models Here Now! 


Get them while they’re available! 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Our 12th Straight Year as... 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


HUSABERG Used Parts 1/2 Price! 
AMERICA T Discount programs on 
parts and accessories. 
Lim We Now Carry Fast UPS Service 
Husaberg Everywhere! 
Qu 


MOTORCYCLES 





Jumping the KTM is no sweat with the new suspen- 
sion. The forks soak up a pounding, and the back 
end is just as sweet. 


۱ 8820 Bright Star Road 2 
about everyone. It’s been noticed though, Douglasville, GA 30134 
that the bike does seem a bit sensitive to 
changes to temperature and fuel quality. As e (770)920-1371 ۰ Fax (770)920-9198 


might be expected, the RFG pump fuel we 
get here in northeast corridor confounds 
jetting and sometimes leads to pinging at 
high speed while under load. A switch to 
race gas, 115 octane CAM2, made a tangi- 
ble difference. 

Another note, some bikes have been 
reputed to come with crud clogging the 
pilot, confounding low speed jetting. If you Map holders 
can't seem to get the low speed jetting clip-on, reversible; attach to crossbar deluxe map holder 
right, drop the float bowl and give a look 7.7" X 6" window, (with squeeze buckles qs out fo 12" X 18". 
for obstructions. Throughout the duration 
of our TR testing, a single plug was fouled, 
and that was with the stock jetting. Since 
then, it'S been clear sailing. 

With jetting straightened out, it was time 


Crossbar Mapcase: : : |ForeArm Mapcase:| Tool Holders: 
; { crossbar ۱5۲ $5 ea. 


yj Rust-proof steel 
-| hooks grip the 


to look for some bark, and a freer flowing ۱ S 2 fender edge. 
silencer is one trick to opening up this IA ۳ 
pony. A Dyno Port cheater silencer and a { LL Fenderbags 


free flowing KTM MX silencer were tested can be.used. on 


and both provided tangible gains right for DualSport camping! Tronk or ear for serious off-road! (800) 491-CYCO 
where needed. More grunt off the bottom, ioo mede In USA: rediet please call 

more snap in the midrange. Both non-OEM 
silencer options increased the noise level 
slightly, however not as much as you might 


expect. Bear in mind that the stock bacs Adi \ $ LAS í Fy WER Steering 
^ Damper 





silencer/spark arrestor is beaucoup quiet 
and is a tough act to follow. The noise dif- 
ferential is most noticeable at idle and just 
above. At normal riding speeds, the differ- 
ence is negligible. Pipe changes were also 
contemplated, and in the past we’ve had 
good luck with Dyno Port torque pipes and 
FMF offerings. However, the nickel plated 
stock KTM unit makes good power and 
looks great. Factory KTM riders like Mike 
Lafferty and Scott Plessinger use the stock 
pipes and that’s enough of an endorsement 
for us. Perhaps after we bash up the stock- 
er we'll do some actual aftermarket testing 
and report on it accordingly. 

Unfortunately, after all the re-jetting and 
aforementioned exhaust fiddling, we were 
starting to get worried. Where was the 
ample KTM enduro power, common on ear- 
lier models? Sure, the ‘97 motor is smooth, 
no doubt great for really slick and snotty 
conditions, but it just didn’t have the kick 
needed for high traction work. A stab of the 
clutch when exiting a tacky bermed corner 
left test riders sorely disappointed. Clip 
suggested the ignition, so we got on the 










W. E.R. Steering Dampers - World Class! 


*Call for Our New Catalog including our 
complete line of off-road accessories 


*W.E.R. Steering Dampers made in the USA are available 
for all off-road bikes and on-road sport bikes 


279A Jenny Jump Ave. Great Meadows, NJ 07838 


908-637-6385 
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modification to turning this bike into a 
woods racer. The flywheel weight is held on 
with four socket head (4mm) counter-sunk 
screws that are majorly lock-tighted and a 
bear to get out. Rest assured though, it’s 
worth the effort. Mind you the weightless 
flywheel didn’t turn the bike into a 
motocrosser, as the advance curve is still 
the milder of the KTM ignitions. Nor has the 
bike proven easier to stall. In our humble 
opinion, this is the hands-down ticket for 
the ‘97 250 motivator, and the clincher is, 
it doesn’t cut into your beer money in the 
process. 
Suspension and Handling 

In the handling department, the good 
news is the ‘97 250 retains its nice man- 
ners and continues to be plush over woods 
obstacles, a good turner and very stable 
steed. Even in the rough stuff with the sus- 
pension working and things flailing, if you 
keep your butt off the saddle, the bike 
stays on-line and provides an easy-handling 
platform. The new 50mm Marzocchi 
Magnum fork again employs independent 
left and right side damping duties, the left 
fork leg taking care of compression damp- 
ing while the right side does rebound. The 
50mm Magnum fork has 15mm less leg 
underhang than earlier Zokes, while main- 
taining 11.8 inches front suspension travel. 
This is partially accomplished with a 
revised “gull wing” triple clamp design. An 
Ohlins rear shock is back for '97, updated 
with a larger reservoir; alleged to improve 
damping by giving the shock more oil to 
work with, and thus reducing fade. Rear 
suspension travel is 15.4 inches. 

During our initial excursion shooting pic- 
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If you're an aggressive di the m thing "m can dò for the 
KTM 250 is remove the additional flywheel weight. You will 
wreck the screws—it's on with red Loctite. 


The unweighted ‘97 EXC (and SX model) 
flywheel is less than 4 ounces lighter than 
the earlier SEM-equipped KTMs, while the 
stock EXC weighted flywheel assembly 
weighs almost 10 ounces more (editor’s 
note: it’s granted that weight is only one 
factor (a big one though) in determining fly- 
wheel effect, the other being how the 
weight is carried, which is affected by fly- 
wheel shape. The SEM flywheel is a greater 
diameter than the Kokusan flywheel, and 
likely develops additional flywheel effect as 
a result. However, this is fodder for engi- 
neering class, not a bike test and the truth 
is plainly evident with our test riding). 
Bottom line, the removal of the bolted-on 
flywheel weight really wakes up the ‘97 
250, and is by far the single most important 


‘97 RMX 
low down 


$115/mo. 


horn with KTM factory mechanic Tom 
Moen. 

It turns out the new ignition makes | 
this the most radically different KTM 
motor introduced since the switch to 
left side drive (in 1989). The new | 
KTM-spec Kokusan unit is used on all 
of the '97s (excepting 125s), both 
off-road and motocross models. Off- 
road and SX ignitions differ in three 
ways: a different advance curve 
(milder on the EXC); lack of a lighting © 
coil on the SX; and the addition of a | 
bolted-on flywheel weight (for EXCs) | 
on the otherwise common flywheel. 
Also noteworthy, there are only two į 
different ignitions (SX vs. EXC) as all 
models (read: 250cc, 300cc and 
560cc motors) share their respective 
ignitions. This is key, as Moen 
revealed that the designed flywheel 
effect for the EXC models (and perhaps the 
SX models as well) were for the worst case 
(read: 560cc motor application). As such, 
it'S generally accepted that the weighted fly- 
wheel is kind of heavy for the 250cc power 
plant. 

Sniffing a trail, we dug deeper. A '96 250 
EXC flywheel was compared to the '97 fly- 
wheel assembly using the trusty TR bench 
scale. The results were startling. The '96 
EXC flywheel weighed in at 655 grams, 
about 23 ounces. The '97 flywheel assem- 
bly (flywheel and bolted on weight) a whop- 
ping 912 grams (52.1 ounces)! Once sepa- 
rated (no easy feat) the bare '97 flywheel 
weighs 552 grams (19.4 oz.), while the fly- 
wheel weight itself tips the scales at 561 
grams (12.7 oz.). What did all this tell us? 
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THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS! 


*97 KDX 200 low down 


$89/mo. 


*97 KLX300 


*97 YZ125--One Left! 


PARTS SHIPPED UPS DAILY « LARGE KTM PARTS INVENTORY 


JUST ARRIVED! 
Last Shipment of 
‘97 YZ125s! 


CALL FOR FINANCING DETAILS 
SALE PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE 
FREIGHT AND SET-UP 


(802)447-8606 


LEFTOVER SPECIALS 


‘96 KTM SXR50 Pro $1595 
‘96 KTM 360EXC $4895 
‘96 KTM 360MXC $4795 

‘96 Kawasaki KX125 $3999 


Rt. 9, Bennington, VT 05201 
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stock #17 detent. The rebound adjuster 
likewise provides 24 choices for damping, 
factory standard set in the #18 position. 

Quite frankly, the suspension works great 
as set up as above, a fact proven under the 
duress of the recent ECEA opener Sandy 
Lane Enduro, and we'd be happy to keep 
racking up the mileage as is. However, 
we’re about due for a fork oil change and it 
so happens that factory mechanic Tom 
Moen had some interesting recommenda- 
tions in this area as well. Moen recom- 
mends less rebound to reduce packing on 
braking bumps, which seems to be better 
accomplished using thinner oil in the 
rebound leg, versus just reducing rebound 
damping. Stock ten weight fork oil is 
replaced with 7.5 weight in the rebound 
leg, and five weight in the compression leg. 
Maybe in an issue or two we'll have tried 
this and have the good word on it. 

Aside from setting the fork oil level prop- 
erly during assembly, our suspension and 
handling testing has been limited to the 
above clicker spinning and the installation 
of a WER steering damper. While not uni- 
versally convinced of the merits of steering 
dampers for all situations, this WER unit is 
especially trick because it allows for a 
clean relocation of the ignition brain box, 
allowing the fork stops to be readjusted for 
tighter turning. With respect to handling 
improvements, we were impressed by the 
additional stability offered by the steering 
damper-equipped KTM through deep, soft 
whoop-de-dos. Turning prowess was sharp- 
ened a bit by raising the fork in the triple 
clamp. Our initial setup started with fork 
cap/slider junction even with the top of the 





Be careful when you buy new plugs. The ‘97 KTM 
plug is a special smaller size (bottom), compared to 
2 standard NGK B9EV (top). 


racing. Air buildup, especially in the com- 
pression leg is still a problem, and when 
setting the fork up, be sure to rotate the 
fork leg so that the bleeder screw can be 
easily accessed. We witnessed riders bleed- 
ing the 50 mil Zokes on the trail, resulting 
in the fork settling (static sag) an additional 
50-40mm! 

Likewise with the Ohlins shock we went 
gonzo after bottoming the back end during 
that first ride, and then eventually, suc- 
cumbed to reason. The Ohlins unit pro- 
vides 27 clicks of compression adjustment, 
set at 17 clicks from full hard (CW) from 
factory. Like with the fork, we increased 
compression damping (to the £14 position) 
and eventually worked our way back to the 


check out our web page @ http://w3.nai.net/~ccycle 


SHOCK ULTRA ADJUSTER 


Independent high/low adjuster dials in plush 
supension and reduces deflection from 


Available for most Kayaba and 


rocks. 
Showa shocks. $129.95 to $139.95. 


FORK ULTRA ADJUSTERS 


tures, we were somewhat shocked when 
the 250 exhibited excessively soft suspen- 
sion action at both ends, resulting in severe 
bottoming while jumping the bike during 
the photo shoot. Increases in compression 
damping at both ends was a temporary 
solution. Factory fork clicker settings finds 
14 detents, adjustments accomplished 
using those sano blue knobs on the top of 
the fork leg. Factory set fork compression 
(left leg) damping was in the £ 6 position 
(from full soft—CCW, minimum damping), 
and fork rebound (right leg) set at 10 clicks 
from full CCW. Our knee jerk reaction 
bumped the fork compression leg to maxi- 
mum compression, although we softened 
things somewhat since then, eventually 
migrating back to the #6 (surprise!) stock 
position. Rebound damping was softened 
somewhat as well, our final position (as of 
this writing) being five clicks out from full 
soft (full open/counter clockwise). 
Remember when spinning the Zoke 
damping adjustments, it’s better to turn 
out the adjuster to full open (CCW) to begin 
any clicker adjustments. Since the adjuster 
is a needle and seat assembly, any man- 
handling the clicker into the full closed 
(CW) position unnecessarily runs the risk of 
deforming the seat and ultimately con- 
founding all damping adjustments. We 
found that with the fork compression and 
rebound damping cranked up, the bike 
worked pretty well when dealing with stadi- 
um-type obstacles—good in the whoops, 
big landings, but not-so-good over roots 
and logs, and a little stiff during the initial 
hit. With the current softer settings, the fork 
is plush, but still worthy of top level woods 


Independent high/low adjusters dial in plush 
suspension and reduce deflection from 
rocks. Available for most Kayaba and 
Showa USD MX forks. $249.95 per pair. 


CUSTOM REVALVING 
Suspension set-up for plush action and no deflection on rocks and roots. Reduce 
rider fatigue and improve rider finishes with proper valving, springs and settings. 
Computer generated set-up chart, customized for your weight and ability, eliminates 
the guess work in optimizing settings for each type of terrain. 


FRONT AND REAR REVALVE $259.00 


Internal bleed conversion and Anti-bottoming systems also available 
$99.95 each, plus installation. 
12 DAVIDSON ROAD, COLCHESTER, CT 06415 e-mail ccycle @nai.net 
TOLL FREE 1-800-867-6721 TECH/FAX 860-537-4306 
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loose sand and slick mud. The MT18 front 
pushes and eventually breaks away, while 
the rear tire spins without biting. We’ll swap 
between our perennial favorite Dunlops in 
the sand and Trelleborgs in the rocks. 

Regarding maintainability, a new radiator 
shroud mounting scheme eliminates prob- 
lems associated with the old captured nuts. 
The new retaining nuts are crimped into the 
radiator mounting tabs and provide a very 
positive mount for shrouds. In an attempt 
to improve spark plug access, KTM 
installed a unique shorter spark plug. While 
this makes plug changes somewhat less of 
a hassle (not much), the plugs themselves 
are hard to find in non-KTM shops. After 
fouling the stocker, we installed a common 
NGK B8EV and have been running that plug 
ever since. 

Our conclusion? The ‘97 KTM 250 EXC is 
a worthy mount for beginner or expert 
alike. Novice riders can leave on the fly- 
wheel weight for nice, controllable, but 
spirited power delivery. Hard chargers will 
ditch the flywheel weight in some condi- 
tions and perhaps bolt it back on for oth- 
ers. In all, it’s a great bike and I hope that 
we get to hang onto it all season long. 

What are we going to do with it? Race the 
hell out of it and take names! With a little 
luck we might even see an up-and-coming 
eastern enduro racer by the name of Mike 
Lafferty pilot a near-stock 250 EXC to the 
‘97 AMA National Enduro Championship, 
but that’s a story line yet to be played out. 
Either way, 1997 is shaping up to be a ban- 
ner year for the folks up in Lorain, Ohio, 
and we're looking forward to being along 
for the ride. O 
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“Does a great job of taking you 
way out into the outback of 
Nevada.” 

“A good bargain if you shop 
around for tours.” 

“A guaranteed good time!” 


(Paul Clipper, Trail Rider Magazine, Spring Tour 7/96) 
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action is excellent, with a nice smooth 
delivery that makes it easy to feed in the 
power. Sturdy aluminum shift and brake 
pedals and fine aluminum handlebars 
round out a top quality rider interface. 

Unchanged from previous years, DID O- 
ring chain is standard on off-road models, 
driving steel front and aluminum rear 
sprockets. Stock 14/52 gearing keeps the 
motor in the meat of the powerband in 
nearly any situation, while dependable 
Brembo braking components provide good 
stopping power and feel at both ends. 

The ‘97 KTMs come shod with Pirelli 
MT18 tires which aren't bad all-around 
tires, but slanted more toward hard terrain, 
and they definitely give something away in 


SPECIFICATIONS 
KTM 250 E/XC 
Liquid-cooled 2 stroke 
248.6cc 
67.5 X 69.5mm 
Five-speed WR 
14/52 


Engine Type: 
Displacement: 
Bore/Stroke: 
Transmission: 
Gearing: 

Chain: 

Tank Capacity: 
Carburetion: 
Ignition: 

Forks: 

Suspension Travel: 
Front Brake: 
Front Tire: 

Rear Suspension: 
Suspension Travel: 
Rear Brake: 

Rear Tire: 

Seat Height: 
Wheelbase: 1468mm 
Ground Clearance: 386mm 
Claimed Dry Weight: 229 lbs. 
Suggested Retail Price: $5795 


Regina o-ring 

13 liters (3.4 gal.) 

Keihin 56 PWK D-slide 
Kokusan Digital, 35w lighting 
Marzocchi Magnum 50 


300mm 

Hydraulic disc 

Pirelli ۷۱۲۱۵ 0021 
Ohlins Type 3A 
345mm 

Hydraulic disc 

Pirelli ۷۲۱۵ 8 
945mm 





triple clamp. In this configuration, the front 
end pushed (on occasion), a situation per- 
haps confounded by the intermediate ter- 
rain Pirelli MT18 tires. This lead to some 
fantastic get-offs. To increase front end 
bias, the fork was raised in the triple clamp 
to the first notch in the slider resulting in 
better steering manners with no discernible 
effect on stability at speed. 
The Trimmings 

The ‘97 250 EXC comes fully equipped 
with all of the enduro trim we’ve come to 
expect. Headlight, tail light, license plate 
mounting, resettable odo, wide ratio 5- 
speed tranny, and a large fuel cell (13 
liters) with a reserve position petcock. The 
only drawback is that the new EXC ignition 
lighting coil generates a mere 55 watts 
accessory power, versus the 150 watt light- 
ing capacity provided by the old SEM igni- 
tion. Also, the Kokusan ignition mounts the 
brain box on the side of the steering head, 
in-between the triple clamps, reducing 
adjustable steering and confounding the 
installation of some steering dampers. 
Some riders remount the black box 
beneath the tank, while the WER steering 
damper solves both these problems with a 
trick mounting bracket that relocates the 
ignition box. 

The ‘97 saddle comes with softer seat 
foam and a trick textured seat cover that 
provides excellent adhesion for the der- 
riere. Plastic is adorned with a tasteful 
graphics update, black, gray and white 
stickers on a somewhat tamed orange-col- 
ored plastic (we thinks it’s a lighter shade 
of orange). Finishing touches include 
Domino controls equipped with rubber 
boots to keep out dirt and water. Clutch 
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PAUL EDMONDSON 
Loretta Lynn’s GNCC and 
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These guys can use any reed valve they want, 
but for performance and reliability they choose 
V-Force Reed Valves. 





Have Your Dealer Contact 


PARTS phone 603-448-6686 
UNLIMITED’ fax 603-448-092 
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GREENBRIER ENDURO 


A short but oh-so-serious South Jersey ride 


= = 








Fred Hoess charged all day at the Greenbrier, picking up his sec- 
ond win of the season on his Suzuki 125. 





riders to the day’s first gas available and a 
15 minute break. 

Departure from the gas was via a start con- 
trol into the day’s first real special test. Run 
at 18 mph, universal points loss came at an 
emergency check located some three or 


although the | 


remote gas availables E. 


into three sections ۴ 
totaling near 70 
ground miles. 


The BS 


this year's events. It seems a 
large parcel of private ground 
; was sold in the off-season and 
the new out-of-state corporate 
owner has a “no outside recre- 
: ation" policy for all their held 
While this 
resulted in the loss of ۴ 
some 60+ miles of trail, ^ 


the warm temperatures more 
than made up for the little bit of 
wet stuff. 


The day’s course made use of © 


open deciduous forest and tight 
second growth pines typical of the 
Belleplain timberland. There were 
plenty of water obstacles through- 
out the course, 
woods themselves weren't all that 
wet. Many puddles were laced 
with tricky ruts and deep holes 
formed by truck and ATV traffic; 
some deep enough to swallow a 


bike whole. Fortunately, there | 


was ample help on the course, 
club members aiding 
riders through the 
nastiest puddles and 
swamp. Trail boss 
Pops Lafferty had laid 
out a short single 
loop course, with two 


that divided the ride 


unusually diminutive 
event was a result of 
i land access prob- 
lems, an unfortunate 
= common thread to 


properties. 


the club made excellent k à 


a 
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Hank Stankiewicz came back to the ECEA this year after taking 


2 break in '96, and still has the speed. He finished second to 
Terry Tucker in the A Senior class, 27 points to 26. 


nearly relentless course for all f 


Riders were on the gas right 
out of the start, as the run 
began with near 16 miles of 
trail and rutted wood road run 
at 24 MPH. This section 7 
included easy timekeeping 7 
inter- + 
spersed with frequent water 
obstacles that served to drive 
riders off the pace. Eventually ۴ 
a tricky emergency check was Ê 
encountered which was easily 
double-zeroed by savvy top 
riders, emergency points min- 
imized by those who were on 
Novice and many 
were 
unable to keep up the pace, 
late 
points as a result. Afterward, 
asphalt connectors brought 


use of what was avail- 


able, stitching together 


classes to ride. 


trail and dirt road, 


the ball. 
intermediate riders 


however, and carded 





n a KDX, Rob Comber was the top B200 winner with 


By Mark Uth, photos by Paul Clipper 


Belleplain, NJ 4/6 
reddy Hoess made it two for two, posting 
his second overall victory in as many tries 

in this young ECEA season. Riding a 
Bromley Suzuki-sponsored RM125, Hoess 
used a carbon copy 135 point score to best 
the field and retake the series points lead 
after three rounds. Nearly 260 riders took 
advantage of balmy spring time weather 
conditions for this uncharacteristic April 
Greenbrier enduro. Temperatures rose into 
the 70s during the day under overcast skies 
that produced a few light showers around 
noon. In all it was nice riding weather and 
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1996 champion Mark Spence gave chase all day, matching Fred for 
Scores in all but the sixth check, where an extra point ruined his 


chances for a win. 
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Charging 0 
a seven-point cushion. 
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four miles into the piece. Single points card- poe — a — ee ee ee es ee um Gum Gum RUD es ee ee ee GE SEM GQ 
ed by Fred Hoess, Michael Moore, Bill ۱ PEPSI à i 
Atkinson and a section best 1-41 by defend- | 125/250 Pro-Nationat i 


ing ECEA champ Mark Spence were tops PVG: 


Kledrowski 
Sunday: 1 p.m. 
Adults - $15 
Children - $5 
(Advance Tickets) 
Psd te No Sellouts! 


GATES OPEN THURSDAY 4.00PM 


JUNE 15" 


Fathers' Day 


dhe rion 
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through the test. Another mile or so of tight 
trees continued thereafter, up to a confus- 
ing reset and speed change to 12 MPH. This 
allowed faster riders to, temporarily at least, 
get back on time and gain a little rest. The 
respite was short lived however, as a half 
mile later the speed average was bumped 
up to 18 MPH and a secret check-in fol- 
lowed. From there, it was back into the 
thick for the final five miles of the Otis stick 
farm section. At the ensuing emergency 
check-out, five points down proved the 
day’s benchmark, set by Hoess, Craig 
Shenigo and Jeff Kirchner. Kirchner's 5-280 
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Bill Atkinson, of Matto Cycle, proved last year he 
could ride a four stroke really fast, and this year he’s 
proving the same thing on a KTM 250. He finished 
fifth AA and sixth overall. 


was tainted by checking in a minute hot to 
the section. 

Riders were granted a big reset after the 
Otis section, at which many riders tended to 
overheated bikes and bodies. After the rest, 
it was back into the forest and before long, 
another check-in. Two lengthy special tests 
followed, each sandwiched by emergency 
checks, with no resets in-between. Hoess 
and Spence each went 1-5 through the sec- 
tions, Hoess winning the e-points battle 
over the four, count 'em, four e-checks. 
Mike Moore stayed in the hunt, carding 1-4 
through the sections. while most other top 
riders carded seven or more through the 
tests. Connectors, a gas available and reset 
brought riders to the day's final section, a 
five mile push to the fire house run at 24 
MPH. 

The standings at beginning of this final 
test had Hoess leading, Spence trailing by a 
single tick, Moore by two. The section 
began in fairly open, high speed deciduous 
woodland and finished with a grass track 
section coming into the field behind the fire 
house. Just prior to the field there was 
some mild swamp action, complete with a 
rickety floating bridge. Hoess and Spence 
again traded blows here, posting day's best 
three point scores at the KC. A handful of 
other riders including Shenigo, Kirchner, 
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4.D.Moorehouse Kaw48 0 

5. Eric Corbin Kaw 50 1. Jeff Brandmer Hus 75 
B 250 2. John Dunn Kaw 112 
1. Kevin Schuler Kaw 37 3. Joe Schwab Kaw 128 
2. David Nash Kaw 50 4. Keith Dunning Kaw 156 
3. Dan Garrison Kaw 51 5. Craig Hartnagel Yam 164 
4. Jeffrey Brown Kaw 53 C250 

5. Bill Gilbert Yam 57 1. Troy Rider KTM 58 
B Open 2. Charles Bays Yam 59 
1. Michael Crum . KTM 46 3. Jim Aiello Suz 75 
2. George English KTM 46 4. Ed Smith Hon 111 
3. Gerry Kitts KTM 49 5. G. Unis 111 

4. Tim Gallagher KTM 50 C Open 

5. Joe Galie Jr. KTM 50 1. Jon Lible Hon 159 
B Four Stroke 2. Scott Elliot Suz 202 
1. Stacy Clark Hon 54 C Four Stroke 

2. Mitch SheitelmanHon 108 1. Craig Gaver Hon 58 
3. David Oliver Hon 119 2. Rick Rosseter KTM 78 
4. Steve Seip Hon 123 3. Shane ThompsonHon 84 
5. George Bressler 130 4. Brian Fox Hon 108 
B Veteran 5. Al Zabroski Hon 165 
1. Donald Vavalla Hon 52 C Veteran 

2. Timothy Kohl Suz 61 1. Joseph Smith Kaw 76 
3. David Van Pelt Kaw105 2. Marco D'Ottavio Hon 82 
4. Skip Stoner Suz 109 3. Joe Chambliss KTM 131 
B Senior 4. Ronald Decaro 210 

1. Gerald Stake Kaw 56 5. Keith Krause Suz 223 
2. Jack Lewis Hon 64 Women 

3. Ed Newcomb Suz78 1. Kathi Cambell Kaw 5 
4. Martin Ferguson Hon 117 Dual Sport 

5. Richard Heisler Hus 153 1. Bill Hope Suz 81 
B Super Senior Masters 

1. Peter Calvet KTM 159 1. Robert Hoover 333 

2. Fred Najork KTM 223 

3. Jim Christiansen 392 





trophy. No negative feedback was reported, 
and in fact many riders lauded the “baby” 
Greenbrier format. In all, it was a fine ride 
and well organized event, as usual. Hats off 
to all Tri-county Sportsmen members, 
friends and family. Û 
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Greenbrier Enduro 2. Michael Slechta Hon 29 
Fred Hoess Suz 13 3. Tom Folkl Mai 29 
Grand Champion 4. Mark Moyer ATK 46 
Drew Smith Hon 23 5. Rick Stapleford KTM 51 
High Point A A Four Stroke 

Michael Hickman Kaw 30 1. T. Coopersmith Hon 36 
High Point B 2. Ken Zabroski Hon 39 
Wade Johnston Suz 47 ٩ Veteran 

High Point C 1. Ken Law Hon 23 
AA 2. Jim Gunselman Yam 25 
1. Mark Spence — Kaw14 3. Rob Morris Suz 28 
2. Michael Moore Yam 17 4. Dave Santo Yam 28 
3. Craig Shenigo Yam 19 5. Wayne King KTM 29 
4. Mike McHale — Yam 20 ۲ 

5. Bill Atkinson KTM 21 1. Terry Tucker Kaw 26 
A 125 2. Hank StankiewiczKaw 27 
1. Michael Sigety Gas 28 3. Kevin Kuenzner Kaw 27 
2. Greg Davies Yam 31 4. Dave Barlow Yam 34 
3. Vic Chalow Yam 32 5. Bill Atherholt Suz 35 

4. Edward McGall Yam 36 A Super Senior 

5. Craig Copeland Hon 37 1. Scott Wolf Yam 28 
A 200 2. Rich Trader KTM 42 
1. Robert Mohn Kaw 25 3. Joe Lojak Yam 44 
2. Todd Lockard Kaw 32 4. Rich Tompkins TM 50 

3. Scott Wolcott Kaw 34 5. Pete Parlett Hon 54 
4. Ron Lucas Kaw 39 B125 

5. Perry Hodges Yam 40 1. David Frazier Kaw 40 
A 0 2. Dan Stoppi Jr. Kaw 44 
1. John Robbins Kaw 24 3. Steve Fox KTM 44 
2. Stewart Crouch Hon 25 4. Daniel Compton KTM 44 
3. Rob Aldakimov Hon 26 5. Ed Mainiero Hon 44 
4. Brian Russell Kaw 29 0۵ 

5. Dwayne Shirk Kaw 30 1. Rob Comber Kaw 41 
A Open 2. Todd Quinn Kaw 48 
1. Dave Groemm KTM 24 3. Jeffrey Jensen Kaw 48 


class honors. Club member and Checkpoint 
Computer scoring guru John Calstaldi 
ensured that the day’s scores were finalized 
and posted in an expeditious manner. 
Afterward, the club handed out unique tro- 
phies made from slabs of upland cedar, and 
an huge carved masterpiece as the overall 
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Marc Grossman, Anthony Tomasello and 
Mike McHale posted fours, while Moore fell 
off the pace with a five. With that, Fred 
Hoess earned the overall win, driving his 
Bromley Suzuki RM125 to a 15/653 finish. 

Spence was never able to overcome the 
trouble he had in the Otis stick farm, and 
the resulting extra point dropped at check 
#5, but still piloted his Team Green KX250 
to a close second overall with 14/727 
points. Mike Moore faded in the day’s final 
two special tests, picking up extra points at 
each to finish with a 17 point card, still 
holding on for third overall honors. YZ250 
mounted Craig Shenigo capped off an error- 
free ride with a 19/938 card good for fourth 
overall seeding, while Meteor’s Mike McHale 
rounded out the top five overall with a 
20/959 ۰ 

WER’s Drew Smith earned High Point A 
honors with a 23/1143 score, eking out the 
class victory on emergency points over Vet 
class rider Ken Law. Meteor’s John Robbins 
would have had the HPA if not for an early 
morning gaff, burning check #4 by a 
minute for two hot points, and finishing with 
a disappointing 24/1044 card. 

In B class action, a pair of 250 class riders 
squared off for the High Point. Mike 
Hickman turned in a respectable 30 point 
score for the easy victory to claim the HPB 
trophy, while Kevin Schuler dropped 37 on 
his way to HPB runner-up status. Likewise in 
the novice class, 250 class riders Wade 
Johnston and Troy Rider finished 1-2 in the 
C class, Johnston posting the High Point win 
with a 47 card. Rounding out the day’s top 
finishers, Kathi Cambell won the Women’s 
class while Robert Hoover took Masters 
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Enduro Tech 











TOP SECRET 
ENDURO TIPS 


Sneaky things you should know if you want to win 


card, look for the mileage at that check, 
which is required by rule to be posted 
somewhere. Add 5 miles to this distance, 
and then say it out loud, "55.5!". verbally 
reinforcing this makes it easier for you to 
remember when your head is full of num- 
bers. Then go like hell, and train yourself 
not to look down at your instrument until 

you think you're almost at 
7 the end of the free zone. 
Three miles at 24 mph is 7.5 
minutes, so that gives you 
= an idea of about how long to 

| moto before taking your 
eyes off of the trail. The new 
| P3 has two methods of keep- 
ing track of free zones: you 
can mark a check location 
with a key-press, and black 
bars appear between display 
segments that denote the 
i free zone, these disappear 
after 5 miles. There is also 
4 an audible alarm that alerts 
you to an upcoming possible 
check, and it is silenced 
when the free zone bars are 
visible. 

Know when NOT to 
timekeep Beginners time- 
keep all day, but pros know 
when they are safe inside a 
free zone, where they can 
go all out, and when they 
are not in a free zone and 
subject to a check. Know 
the rule book. Free zones are two miles 
before a known control, three miles after a 
known, or any secret or emergency check. 
If you're inside a free zone, why are you 
looking at your instruments? Quick quiz: 
every enduro has at least one known con- 
trol. Do you know where it is? (The start). 

What is "Riding Possibles?" Riding 
possibles is an advanced timekeeping tech- 
nique, made somewhat obsolete by the lat- 
est generation of timekeeping computers. 
Since the rules only allow checks to be 
placed at the conjunction of a whole 
minute and an even tenth, there is a limit 
to where checks can be placed. You can 
calculate, or the Jart Chart can show, the 
exact location of allowable (possible) 
checks. Pro riders that have no trouble 
keeping pace at almost any speed average, 
in effect will treat the space between possi- 
ble checks as mini-free zones, and roost 
between them, slowing when they 
approach the next possible location. They 
are basically riding very hot (early). The 
advantage is that it may give them a few 
seconds lead if the trail suddenly turns way 


= 


minute, switch your attention to the clock 
(see next tip). 

Watch the clock at green flag checks 
Your diff-time display is only as accurate as 
your odometer at any given point on the 
course, but your clock, theoretically, 


should match the check clock exactly. So 
when you are entering an emergency 





ee 


check, and you've checked your diff-time 
to make sure that you’re inside your 
minute, switch your attention to the clock 
display. The clock will always be a more 
accurate way of telling your exact time than 
the +/- diff-time display, when you are 
entering a checkpoint. 

Every check is the start of a 3 mile 
moto There is a three mile free zone after 
every checkpoint (in AMA rules). Although 
many times the club will put a reset after 
the check to eat up this free zone and allow 
them more possible check locations, you 
should treat every check as the start of a 
three mile free zone. Go as fast as possible 
(still conserving a little energy for the rest 
of the race), and get through the free zone 
at your maximum trail pace, in case this is 
the beginning of a special test or points tak- 
ing, section. 

verbal reinforcement of 3 mile free 
zone To help you remember the end dis- 
tance of the free zone, reinforce it audibly. 
For example, if the check is at 50.5 miles 
then the free zone lasts until 55.5 miles. At 
the check, while the crew is marking your 


Braue PUO d rte ` ; 
Know what kind of check you're racing into, and you'll know whether to keep track of your 
seconds (emergency check) or just be inside of your minute (secret check). 


By Pete Denison 


"Toss are tips I learned and developed 
from racing and working with the top 
riders in the sport. I’ve spent 20 years rac- 
ing on the club circuit, and five years on 
the national circuit as computer program- 
mer and timekeeping coach 
for Steve Hatch and Kelby 
Pepper. We won the national 
title in ‘94, and came damn 
close in '95 and '95. When 
we were racing nationals, I 
never would have told these 
tips to anybody, but since I'm 
off of the circuit now I can let 
the cat out of the bag. (I 
guess I still have a few more, 
but they're the illegal tips, 
and I'll never admit to know- $ 
ing any of those!). 

Since my company, A- 
Loop Offroad, makes the 
Pacemaker P5 enduro com- ES 
puter, any of the references I } 
give below to timekeeping 
equipment is going to shame- 
lessly plug the P3. If you 
don't have a P3, that's fine; 
most every one of these tips 
will apply even if you're using 
an ICO instrument or just a 
clock and odometer. 
Remember above all that it's 
not what equipment you're using that will 
win the enduro, it’s how much THINKING 
you do. Very few people in history have 
won enduros without trying. If you can do 
it, great; if not, here's some of what I con- 
sider the most important things to remem- 
ber when you have a score card on your 
front fender. 

At the check, scan for flags: green 
means stop! Know the two kinds of 
checks. At the secret check red/white diag- 
onal flag, only minutes are recorded; and at 
the emergency (tiebreaker) check, 
green/white diagonal flag, minutes and sec- 
onds are recorded. If you are roughly on 
time, meaning that you’re not way behind 
and riding in the berserko mode, when you 
first see a check, quickly scan for the flags. 
There should be two flags visible, usually 
they are behind a cooler or a fat lady, 
though. Learn not to look at your instru- 
ments right away; scan for flags first, but 
scan quickly, just the once-over. If you see 
a green flag, or cannot see any flag, then 
assume it’s an emergency check. Check 
your diff-time display; if you’re more than 
one minute late, blast in. If you’re in your 
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roll chart is an important tool, since it is the 
only way we really know what is coming up 
next on the course. If we’re going 24 ona 
dirt road section, and there is no trouble 
keeping that kind of average, use this time 
to roll ahead a bit on the roll chart and see 
what comes next. Perhaps there’s a left 
turn onto trail in two miles, or a change to 
a much lower average. Knowing this would 
allow you to tighten up your helmet and 
fanny pack, psyche yourself up a little, and 
maybe discreetly move ahead of the other 
guys on your row, so that when you dive 
into the trail section you won't have them 
holding you back. 

Mark the roll chart the right way Pros 
use highlighters to mark certain parts of the 
roll chart for fast reference. Make sure that 
you mark the same things with the same 
colors each weekend. We keep the markers 
in a little tackle box (Kelby Pepper's is 
called the "Barbie Box", ask him why some- 
time), and use tape to mark the markers, 
so we know that (for example) pink is for 
speed changes, green is for resets, and 
blue is for free zones around gas or 
knowns. 

Always update your mileage The 
legal mileage at any check is derived from 
the last posted mileage on the course. 
Sometimes the club will post a mileage that 
is deliberately in error, and then place a 
check after that, and it's legal. Remember 
that we're not trying to match the national 
bureau of standards, just the bike that laid 
out the course. The rule book says that the 
club must use one bike to mileage the 
entire course, but they NEVER do that, so 
make it a habit to update your mileage 


Every check, in AMA rules, is the start of a three- 
mile moto, unless you've got a reset just ahead. 


thinks you'll drop. Sometimes the club is 
remarkably transparent, if you know what 
to look for on the route sheet. Keep your 
mouth closed if you think you've found 
something. No sense telling everybody. If 
you can anticipate the checks, we call that 
“riding actuals” rather than riding possibles 
(even though we're really only guessing 
about the locations). 

Use the roll chart to preview the 
course When you're riding an enduro, the 





too difficult for the speed average (a points 
taking section). The danger is that they will 
be caught early, and get a big penalty. If 
you ever hear of Davis or Hawkins burning 
a check, it’s not because they were nap- 
ping, it’s because they were riding possi- 
bles and got caught. For the average club 
^A" rider, there are more points to be lost 
by burning a check early, than there are 
seconds to be gained by riding early on 
possibles. Also, since modern computers 
are so accurate with respect to your diff- 
time seconds fast/slow, a better trick than 
riding possibles is to keep 10-15 seconds 
early into the next minute at all times. You 
can always scrub that amount of time by tri- 
als riding if a check appears. This does 
almost the same thing as riding possibles, 
but you don't need the razor sharp alert- 
ness of the factory pro. 

Riding actuals, not possibles Inspect 
the route sheet carefully the night before 
the race. Look for sections with high speed 
averages and find the resets. Small resets 
of less than 1.5 to 2 miles, particularly 
ones with odd mileages that are not divisi- 
ble by the speed average in that section, 
usually are placed there to adjust the 
course mileage so that the club can place 
the check in a good physical location, like 
in a gulch or past a hill crest, and have the 
mileage come out to be an even possible. 
Longer resets that increment in even min- 
utes at the given average speed, e.g. 4.0 or 
5.4, normally are placed after a points-tak- 
ing section's check-out check. Those resets 
put all the riders back on time, and are a 
clue both to the location of the check-out 
and to the amount of time that the club 
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best, you need 


finest working 
damper on the 


most features. 





“To compete with 


the 


the best equipment. 
Scotts Steering 
Stabilizer is the 


market and has 


the 


The others don't 
even come close." 


What makes the 
Scotts Steering Damper 
the very best? 





* [t's the only Damper with three fully adjustable circuits. 3 
e The adjustable damping control allows you to adjust the stabilizer while you are riding your motorcycle. Scott P lessi nger 
* Adjustable "Sweep Controls" let you dial in the degrees of damping you want from the center line. Gr CLE m 


* A *High Speed Circuit" designed to absorb the shock from tree roots and those invisible square edged rocks. 


e Infinitely adjustable - Works for every type of Off-road application, including Motocross. Background Photo is of Larry Roeseler. 


Scotts Damper is also the official 


Compare these features to any other damper and you'll find they just don't have them... Why settle for less? Steering Stabilizer of Team Green. 
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818-248-BIKE 
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One of the joys of life is 
receiving Trail Rider every 
month in the mail, but it only 
happens if you subscribe! Only 
$18 per year in the U.S., $25 
(U.S.) to Canada, and $40 
overseas, and worth every 
penny. Send in a check and 
subscribe today, to: 

Trail Rider 


P.O. Box 217 
Granville, MA 01034 


See Trail Rider on 


the Internet! 


Lots of TR stories and plenty 
more is available at the off- 
road section of Motorcycle 
Online, the world’s largest 

motorcycle site on the World 

Wide Web! 


Check it all out at 
http://www.motorcycle.com 





WHY BUY MAIL ORDER? 


organizers will put a reset after the gas, 
often right in sight of the gas, and that will 
in effect eat-up the free-zone (Remember, 
reset miles count the same as ground 
miles). In this case it’s safe to take your full 
allotment of time at the gas, and fuel or 
eat, etc., BUT... many times the club will 
not have a reset after gas, and that means 
that there is up to three miles of trail before 
the next possible check. If this is the case, 
you should gas and go as soon as possible, 
and ride to the end of the free-zone before 
resting. What if there IS a check at the next 
possible, and there is three miles of gnarly 
terrain that you must cover at 24 mph? 
You'd feel pretty stupid if you were late to 
that check because you talked to your girl- 
friend and peeled a leisurely orange back at 
gas. Often, the club has a reset after gas, 
but places it out of sight of the gas, maybe 
only to reduce congestion there. It’s up to 
your pit crew to know exactly where the 
reset sign is located, so that they can point 
it out to you at the gas, or if it’s just down 
the trail they can hold you at gas while the 
other riders race out. 

Know the rules, and always bring a 
rule book Always carry the AMA rule book, 
and your local district rule book, and know 
what it says. There’s a way to make sure 
that the rule book always favors your posi- 
tion in a protest. Keep it in your truck, con- 
sult it if you think you have a possible 
protest (or are the victim of one), but only 
bring it out if the interpretation favors your 
position! You’d be surprised how many 
club referees don’t bring the rule book, and 
if it helps your protest and you've got it in 
writing, you'll win every one (usually). QO 


every time you see it posted, and at every 
turn. Learn to do this without looking at the 
computer twice, e.g: sign says 532.81, 
glance at odo shows 32.79, press the up 
button twice without looking at the com- 
puter, it’ll be right. You don’t need to be 
staring at the instruments all the time, you 
should watch the trail. Also, your diff-time 
is a calculation that is derived from the 
“should be” or computed distance, and 
compared to your actual odo reading. If 
your odo is not in sync with the course’s 
marked mileage, your diff-time is inaccu- 
rate. 

What is a cheat sheet, and how to 
timekeep with one Best tip I’ve got. Make 
a small 5x5" chart showing all the speed 
sections, and the length or duration of 
each. If the route is complicated use two or 
more cards. Tape these to your tank or 
shrouds, or tape them like a flag to your 
bars. At resets or gas, study the next 
upcoming sections. Since you've really 
studied the route beforehand, (and making 
the cheat sheet is a good study tool) you'll 
know the sections where you think you can 
rest, and the ones where you expect to get 
spanked. If you get really late, you can 
timekeep off of the cheat sheet. Just take a 
second and find the next reset, or gas, or 
speed change to a slower average, and go 
like hell until you get to that mileage. 
Ignore everything else but the odo, just go 
like a moto until you reach the next point 
that you've identified on the cheat sheet. 

Gas and Go: At many gas stops where 
the gas is a known control, (actually, any 
gas stop must be a known, unless they call 
it a "Gas Available"), there is a three mile 
free-zone after the gas. Sometimes the 
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AMA Reliability Enduro Series 





MINI QUALIFIER 





A rambling account of Racer Productions’ first ISDE Qualifier 


I'm doing the Australian crawl in the grav- 
el. | must have blacked out because the 
next thing I knew we were driving along in 
the cop car. I said "I n-never rode in front 
seat of cop car." 

She smiled and winked at me, casually 
picked up her radio microphone, cued the 
mike and cooed: “3502 going 4:20." 

I must have fainted again, because the 
next thing I remember is rolling around Wal- 
Mart in a grocery cart. I could see bright 
lights and hear ladies’ voices and | could 
feel someone messing with my feet, 
like they were trying on shoes. Then 
the wavy paisley of unconsciousness 
again. 

Back at her garage I found myself 
dressed in new Velcro tennies, insu- 
lated safety orange coveralls topped 
with a safety orange knit cap. My old 
bike was gone and in it's place was 
this new, big-wheel trike, complete 
with mirrors, baskets (front and 
rear), bell, lights, and my favorite, 
tassels. She was smiling and waving 
goodbye when I was able to say: 

“Trailer now?" 

She smiled, shook her head no, 
said the words: "Close sesame." 

As she disappeared behind the 
garage door I hollered "Name?" 

Over the clatter of the door closing 
I heard her purr the name “Ollie.” 

The rubber door seal kissed the 
concrete and | stood alone in the 
alley. True story, for the most part. I 
may have juiced it up a little to 
make me look good, but it’s all hap- 
pened. 

I only relate these facts so you can have a 
bench mark to judge just how high I have to 
jump just to finish a Qualifier event, let 
alone do well enough to where special test 
score would play a role. Not this time. 





Actual picture of Mike Lafferty, who won the overall 
at Loretta Lynn’s even though it was a short day. 


One day delivering at the apartments, | 
had fallen half a dozen times when this nice 
lady walked up and offered to help. She was 
beautiful, she had a halo over her head. She 
asked: 

“Why do you keep falling down?” 

She was wiping the tears from my face, I 
must have been crying pretty hard cause 
the first words out were more gasps than 
words. 

^| can't ride a bike!” 

^Oh now you poor thing, look, your shoe 


+ 


Actual drawing of Dave Coombs (left) and Jeff Russell (right) all dressed up for the 
Loretta Lynns ISDE Qualifier/spritzer. 


laces are caught in the chain, no wonder 
you keep falling.” She helped me get untan- 
gled and gather up my papers. I couldn't 
keep my eyes off of her, finally I blurted: 

“Go back to my trailer?” 

"Thank you but not now. I was on my way 
to Old Bob's to get some bird seed. Would 
you like to feed the birds?" 

I nodded my head really big and smiled 
real pretty. Then to my disappointment she 
started telling me how to get to Old Bob's... 
My expression fell and tears welled up in my 
eye's again, I gasped: 

“Go with you!” 

“Okay,” she said, “We can load your bike 
in the trunk. If you have time we could go 
by Wal-Mart and see about getting you some 
shoes with nice Velcro fasteners instead of 
those old fashioned strings.” 

“Okay.” 

We walked towards the garage, and she 
said “Open sesame.” 

It was awesome, as soon as she said it the 
door started opening! Automatically! Then 
again, plunging on the emotional roller 
coaster called love, there was a cop car in 
her garage! 

“Run! Cops!” I gurgled, took a couple of 
steps then fell flat over the stupid bicycle. 

“No it’s okay, I’m a police officer”. 





by Charlie Williams, Illos by the author 


Editor’s Note: What follows is a largely 
humorous story about one very troubled 
man's adventure at the first Loretta Lynn's 
ISDE Qualifier this spring. Although it 
appears to be just another good, solid 
attempt to start a real blood feud with the 
Coombs family (the originators of the fabled 
Blackwater 100, the Blackwater 200 Dual 
Sport, and the GNCC series, among other 
noteworthy accomplishments). 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth, and I want to assure everyone 
that the publisher of this magazine 
loves Dave Coombs and all his 
brood as if we were all cousins. 
However, there may be pictures 
depicting Dave Coombs in a less 
than manly light, and statements in 
the text that appear designed to 
ignite discontent, and it is important 
to remember that this is all in good 
fun, and we wouldn't print this story 
if our relationship with the Coombs 
family wasn't so mightily strong that 
we all couldn't have a lighthearted 
laugh over these silly little indiscre- 
Lions. It is also important to remem- 
ber the name of the author/artist 
above, just in case the blood isn't 
quite as thick as we thought. 

here do | start? I don't even 

know who won the event yet. 
Cycle News isn't out yet and the girl 
at Racer X must recognize my voice 
'cause she hangs up every time I 
call. So with all my excuses and disclaimers 
right up front, I'll move to a subject we all 
find enthralling: me me me. 

Anyhow, after laying on the couch all win- 
ter watching ESPN 2 re-runs, | felt pretty 
confidant that this would be my year. I’ve 
had this feeling every winter since I first 
started racing as a kid. Somehow metamor- 
phically I would transform, from a bag of 
skin filled with bones and feces, to a first 
rate cycle racer. | knew that after watching 
Bernardo putting his greasy pock-marked 
face too close to the camera for the 
Michwhoopillionth time, I would be mental- 
ly prepared. Hours of laying on my back 
with a butane torch trying to thaw out frozen 
drain pipes kept my upper body toned. My 
triple paper route on my three wheeler 
keeps my heart and lungs fit also. I would 
probably make better money if I just ran 
two routes, but there is a certain amount of 
prestige in being able to handle three 
routes. See, the trike is so heavy that a lot 
of times people who live at the bottom of 
hills don't get their paper, or they get them 
all on one day. l've tried using a two- 
wheeled bike but I just don't have the bal- 
ance. Sure, I can ride it, but the twisting 
motion of the throw would knock me down 
every time, house after house, ten times in 
a block was average. 


28 Trail Rider 


ride the class. There are different interpretations of the word 
“class,” too. 

I can pin-point a momentary lapse of reason where I could have 
lost these precious seconds. A rider on a new KTM 125 had fallen 
on a narrow section of trail and I was forced to stop. The fallen rider 
was making no effort to move his bike and I yelled "Try something!" 

“I’m sorry, I'm just exhausted and | can't do anything." He then 
stepped aside surrendering his bike to knobby bites and too 
exhausted to stop it. His handlebars were on the uphill side, and 
when I tried to creep around his downed machine, well, the front 
tire cleared but I could feel the rear tire hit his grip, then buzz side- 
ways across the top of his bars, across his kill button, his enduro 
computer thumb button, then, marching a path of destruction, my 
spinning rear tire grabbed traction on the face of his enduro com- 
puter and | rolled forward over his headlight, then fender. I tried to 
be easy, and the sad thing is the guy just stood there and watched. 

Another bike was following me. He was so pitiful I can't really be 
mad at him, but the guy on the DR, I can be mad at him. All day I 
would catch up with this guy on a DR moving at a conservative 
pace. A conservative pace during a qualifier just does not cut it, 
that's his problem, but he wouldn't let faster riders pass. Every sec- 
tion I charged up behind this rolling obstacle, his elbows almost 
touching his knees. He's lucky the Feds revoked my gun permit. I 
would rev my motor, yell my lungs out, and only when he made a 
mistake or the woods opened up enough was | able to pass. 
Struggling past takes more energy, energy I could have used in the 
last 15 mile section. Stopping for an exhausted rider, no hard feel- 
ings, wasting time and energy playing race with some squid on a DR 
on row 72 or 75, there I can point my crooked finger of blame. I'd 
like to grind up your meat and feed you to some mad cows, then 
hide their dung in your mother's chewing tobacco! You could have 
saved that nice white-haired lady a lot of cussing and blood, too! 
Enough. 

Earlier I referred to this as a mini-qualifier. Well, Ron Lawson did- 
n't have to be admitted into the hospital now, did he? I barely spent 
$1,400 dollars! Qualifier! I’m not complaining, this event suited me 
just fine, but as far as a Six Day Qualifier? Mini. Wimpy. Dave 
Coombs wears a dress! Actually it was perfect, the weather was a 
perfect 65 degrees no rain, no mud, no dust. The trail was really 
good, about 80 miles total, two loops of about 40 miles. Some of 


Damn, I came into the final check only seconds after my grace 
minute. Trail point, the most humiliating thing to have next to your 
name in the results mailed to all the other riders, so they can run 
their dirty finger nail across my name and score in the “also ran” 
column. The pretty white-haired lady asking me if I had a good time, 
as she wrote down my final score. I’m pounding my fists and 
cussing, until spit and snot start spider webbing between my visor 
and face guard. My face is so red they think I have quit breathing 
and call for the ambulance. The medic ran up with his medic box 
and tried to undo my helmet. This was all I could take. As I cli- 
maxed in my conniption fit I stomped and kicked the medic box to 
pieces. I collapsed to my knees and started ripping open packages 
of gauze and cotton and didn't stop until every thing in the box was 
ruined. It was while biting holes in the blood pressure gauge that I 
started regaining my composure. 

I had to think fast, or have to pay for all this ruined medical equip- 
ment. Fat chance; better just pay for the equipment...shut up! I'm 
thinking, just keep rolling on the ground growling, brains too slow, 
let the mouth do the talking...thank you Mr. obvious, shut 
up...l..and keep growling, snap your teeth too! Better pay, yea, 
gotta pay. 

“I'll pay! Here's my insurance card! I don't need the ambulance, 
you did a great job, I feel much better, thank you." 

I lifted my bike freeing the white-haired lady, her lawn chair, 
although ruined, may have saved her from serious injury. | figure 
she bled easily because she had old thin skin. The medic applied 
direct pressure using a muddy clump of gauze. 

I helped set the flip card holder thing back up, and offered them 
my watch since I had ruined theirs by chewing it up. I thought it was 
weird to chew on tin foil, but it ain't nothing like chewing on watch 
batteries. I’m getting braces. 

1 apologized and invited everyone involved over to my truck, 
where I would write them all checks for damages. 

Why so bitter? I drop trail points every time I go, why would this 
make any difference? Well, that's the thing. I had ridden all day pret- 
ty much mistake-free, then in the last 15 miles I came up just a few 
seconds short. These few seconds would be a 60 point penalty. Oh 
hell, it doesn’t make any difference; I’m not trying to make the 
team, I hadn't ridden the LOI class. Figured I’d use that 30 dollars 
the AMA wants to ride Letter Of Intent to actually go to Italy, not just 
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really challenged to pass. You could tell he just didn’t have the 
extra energy to pass. Michael has the speed, but it was obvious in 
this case he slipped into the easier “follow” mode. Remember 
Plessinger? Yeah, he’s the guy giving Scott Summers gray hair. No, 
we left him laying on the ground. Well, he jumped up and gave 
chase, passing every rider in the field all the way up to fourth place, 
and he pushed third place all the way up to Lafferty’s fender, and I 
think if they had one more lap Plessinger would have passed every- 
body. 

You know Hawkins, once he had the lead he was just cruising 
along, thinking about how much more fun his new friends were, 
and about having to drag Dale out of the Tastee-Freeze. Lafferty fol- 
lowing, hoping for a mistake, conserving himself, not ready to lead, 
and Plessinger charging up from behind, I think he would have sur- 
prised Randy and Michael so bad he would have driven right around 
them. I sure wish Plessinger would ride more of the big track 
events. 

Guy Cooper came within two tenths of a second from stealing the 
show. He was riding a brand new Husaberg 400 electric start. Now, 
if I got my story straight, which is unlikely because I’m such a 
dumb——, but Guy had never ridden this bike before, guess it 
came straight out of the box. KTM Guru Alan Randt spent a few 
hours Saturday, assembling the bike from pieces, guessed at sus- 
pension settings, guessed at jetting, lever adjustment, the whole 
set-up deal, brand new; Cooper then pushed it into impound. Then 
pushed it to within two tenths of a second of the fastest final moto 
time. I think it's funny; Suzuki lets Hawkins and Cooper go, they get 
new rides and both perform outstandingly. Suzuki puts number 1 
McGrath on a Suzuki and he falls off the pace. A peek in at the 
Suzuki think tank: 

^Uh well, we fire the number one guy, make him number one on 
a Yamaha, then we take another number one guy and make him 
number two, and let that kid with the broken back win on a 
Yamaha.” 

Think of the laughter going on in the Yamaha pits, absolute tears 
in the eyes laughter. I thought there was no happy ending but this 
is perfect. Now we have to wait and see how Edmondson does in 
the GNCC. Another blunder, take the world champion, and change 
his game from enduro to GNCC. Maybe the bossman will start spon- 
soring me in observed trials. On an RMX. O 





it was on old hare scrambles trail, some connector trails were new, 
and we rendezvoused at the pits at 15 miles, then again at 25 
miles, so you never really got the feeling of being lost in space. It 
was a perfect combination for a qualifier “primer”, kind of an intro- 
ductory lesson in this kind of racing. There were lots of new faces 
in the 400 rider field, many had never ridden this kind of race. 
Won't they be surprised when they get to Ohio, for a couple of 125 
mile days. Then they will get an idea of how far away Italy is. 

Maybe another reason I felt it was a spritzer is because our coun- 
try's elitist trophy team didn't show. Well, Randy and Chris Smith 
did; you remember Chris Smith? Yea, he's the one everyone said 
should not be on the team. Why? Hell, he's the only one who real- 
ly wants to be on the team. Yeah, and he almost won the event 
overall and has a killer girl. He came to this race with a great deal 
of focus. He takes this type of racing very serious and it shows; he 
will soon be the top finishing American. Why? He wants it, knows 
you can't buy it, you have to earn it. What is IT? I can't tell you, it's 
way too close to why. I can't tell you why because it's something 
you find on your own in yourself, a brief moment of centering and 
balance harmonizing, haaauummmm. 

Hawkins and Cooper were both there, but Steve, Rodney, Scott, 
Ty, they must have been busy getting their picture taken. May I 
repeat this thought? International is bigger than regional. Hawkins, 
now on a Yamaha, is the leader in off road competition, no aspect 
discounted. On and off the track Hawkins out-shines all. He races 
for the right reasons, not money. He's got a qood focus on that "it" 
and "why." 

Hawkins won the final moto, it was a good race. Jeff Russell, with 
curlers in his hair, laid out a tough grass track in the valley below 
headquarters. It contained no less than 59 off-camber right hand 
turns. Well, they had a dead engine start and those are always cool 
to watch, quiet, quiet, quiet, Vroooom! A 50 meter dash to the first 
turn and two riders fall, a rider on a 250 Honda grabs the lead and 
is off in a shot building a good lead over the pack led by Hawkins, 
Lafferty and the rest of the top 250 riders. Plessinger had been one 
of the riders who went down in the first turn, so he started out from 
dead last laying on the ground. 

Well, the quy on the Honda led for a couple of laps but burnt him- 
self out and fell off the pace dramatically, Hawkins took over with 
Lafferty catching up to his rear fender a couple of times, but never 
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Susquehanna Off-Road Riders 
+ ۵ 1996 Enduro of the Year ° 23rd Annual 


FOGGY MOUNTAIN 
BREAKDOWN ENDURO 


Pre-Entry $30 Closed Road Enduro AMA & ۸ 
Post-Entry $35 July 20, 1997 Sanctioned 


Limit 500 Riders Dist. 7 Points Paying 


Starting Place: Blain Fire Company campgrounds, Blain, PA. At Route 274 and 17 in Blain; follow Route 74 out of Carlisle. 
Approximately 80 miles of central PA’s finest trails. 
Enduro will consist of two loops with the gas back at the campground. Key time 8:00 AM. 

Rider Requirements: All riders must present valid AMA and ECEA cards at registration. ECEA testing for enduro licenses 
will be conducted at no charge on Saturday, July 19. Registration from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM Saturday and after 6:30 AM on 
Sunday. YOU MUST BE 16 OR OLDER TO RIDE. Riders under 18 must sign a YOUTH RIDER release form (please call for 
form). Riders and pit crews must sign a liability waiver. 

Machine requirements: As public roads will NOT be used in the enduro, NO LICENSE, NO INSPECTION, NO HASSLE. A 
sound test will be given from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Saturday and after 7:00 AM Sunday. Walk your bike to the sound test on 
Saturday. Motorcycles must have a SPARK ARRESTOR and a QUIET MUFFLER 


capable of passing AMA sound test requirements. 


Drawing Date: July 13th, 1997. Entries received after the drawing will be assigned a number following all pre-entries. 
Confirmation of starting position will be sent. Make check payable to S.O.R.R., Inc., 1553 Elm Street, Lebanon PA 17042. Call 
717-270-9420 for information. Any call Friday or Saturday before the enduro, call 717-536-3604. 

Please limit calls, NO PHONE ENTRIES. 


Camp Facilities Available: Large, flat, grassy campgrounds with plenty of shade and SOME electric hook-ups. Food available 
Saturday and Sunday. Breakfast will be available Sunday morning. If you bring pets, please keep them restrained. Please leave 
mini bikes at home. Any pit racing done by riders or children before, during, or after the event will result of disqualification of 
the rider and/or guardian of the child. No bikes may be started before 7:00 AM Saturday and 7:00 AM Sunday. 
Also, there is NO GAS STATION in Blain. 





i Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement ۱ 
PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! I 
۱ Name جح‎ << A | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist | 
oa E: Association and its district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and 
l Address |. CCCs ab other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 


property or person | may suffer. including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am I 
preparing for or participating in the event. or while | am on the event premises 












I City |. | J|  Á. State ———— ی‎ | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon | 
۱ the event premises and. relying on my own judgment and ability. assume all such risks of loss and here- I 
Zip 2 ربق‎ AE 2m pA a and organizations connected with this event for dam- ۱ 
| Phone (area code) 1. |. | |  . Signature | 
"7۰7۰-۱۷۰ 
| AMANo. . . . Expires: . 4 Witness ۱ 
l AMA Club ۸۵88: ۰ Address I 
j Bike Make: |. | | Displacement: PAINT UNE 
۱ ۱ 

۱ Check skill level and class below: 
| CAA DA OB Oc l 
! C Senior (40+) A-B CJ Super Senior (50+) A-B ۱ 
| O Four Stroke A-B-C C] Women ۱ 
[| C Veteran (30+) A-B-C — [ Masters (60+) 
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HEART-RATE TRAINING 


Getting in Shape 





Want to build up your endurance? Here’s how to do it the smart way 


your theoretical maximum. So, if you are 27 
years old, your theoretical max heart rate is 
somewhere around 195 bpm. This is what's 
known as your anaerobic threshold, or AT. 
This is not an absolute number—you can 
push your heart rate above this, and there 
are reasons why you might want to, but first 
let's figure out how to read it reliably. 

You can tell your heart rate by taking your 
pulse, of course, but some of us have diffi- 
culty feeling for a pulse. Besides, it's hard to 
exercise and keep taking your pulse every 
few minutes and still manage to keep up a 
rhythm. What we'd recommend is a heart 
rate monitor, and there are some slick ones 
available from the people who market to 
the bicycle and triathlon crowd. For our 
example we're using an inexpensive heart 
rate monitor from Sensor Dynamics, Inc., 
called the CardioChamp. It consists of a 
chest belt with a wireless transmitter on it, 
and a wrist watch type of display. The 
CardioChamp only shows you your heart 
rate, nothing else, and sells for about $90. 
You can spend more money and get a unit 
that functions as a watch, and has pro- 
grammed alarms for specific heart rate lev- 
els and more. 

Strap on the chest belt, put on the 
“watch,” and the CardioChamp comes to 
life, lighting up with your present heart rate. 
Now that you know it so easily, what are you 
going to do with it? Good question! 

You already know what your estimated AT 
is. By keeping your exercising at a percent- 
age of your AT, you can tailor your workout 
to whatever you want to do. To simplify, you 
have three basic zones of training you can 
take advantage of: 

65-75 percent of your AT: At this range, 
roughly 155 bpm for our theoretical 27 year 
old, your body is working just hard enough 
to burn body fat, and is happy to do so. If 
you keep your heart rate down this low— 
and it's not going to be easy, because 
sometimes 65-75% doesn't feel like a 
“workout”—your body will be humming 
along burning fat and slimming you down. 
Getting accustomed to riding or running in 
this range is the best thing you can do for 
long-distance endurance, since fat is a slow- 


a sort of base level of fitness; the lower 
yours is, the more efficient your body is at 
using the oxygen you’re sucking in at every 
breath. A low bpm means your heart is 
pumping very efficiently and your circula- 
tion is in excellent shape. A well-tuned 
machine. However, low numbers aren't 
going to win you any races. 

There is a top limit for bpm, and it all 
depends on the person and the level of fit- 





Watching your heart rate is easy when you wear a 
heart rate monitor. It sure beats stopping to take 
your pulse, and is much more accurate. 


ness, of course. When you push yourself to 
the point that your heart won't beat any 
faster you're at your maximal heart rate, 
and when you hit that point odd things hap- 
pen. Your heart can't beat any faster, so it 
can't deliver any greater quantity of blood 
to muscles that need it, and things start to 
shut down. You see stars, you get cramps, 
you get light-headed, maybe you faint. Not 
what you want to do while training, or rid- 
ing. 

You can estimate what your maximal heart 
rate is by using a standard formula. Just 
subtract your age from 220 bpm, and that's 


Wo all spent plenty of time avoiding 
joggers while driving. Have you ever 
considered becoming one of them? If 
you're like me, you sometimes wonder what 
they’re jogging for—they certainly don’t 
seem to be having fun. The joggers and the 
bicyclists—what’s up with both of them? 

The truth of the matter is that they’re both 
trying to increase their endurance level. 
Joggers might be doing it to prepare for a 
organized run, or possibly a marathon, 
maybe even just to feel good. Road bicy- 
clists seem to do it just as an opportunity to 
wear Spandex and practice being annoyed 
at the world, but they may very well be bicy- 
cle racers training for a weekend ride. The 
point of all that heavy breathing is to 
increase your endurance level, for long peri- 
ods of exercise—basically to “get in shape.” 
You might think that all that huffing and 
puffing is overkill for dirt bike riding or rac- 
ing, but you’d be wrong. Being in good aer- 
obic condition for dirt bike riding might 
mean that you could spend the whole day in 
the saddle without ever losing your energy. 

Sound interesting? Start jogging. Or bicy- 
cling, or doing aerobics at the gym. After a 
few weeks of wheezing and gasping for 
breath on a regular basis you'll be charged 
up and more fit than you've ever felt before, 
and riding a dirt bike will be much easier 
than it's ever been before. 

But there's more to it than that, isn't 
there? Of course. You can join the legions 
of puffers alongside the narrow roads, and 
jog 'til you're soaked, but you'll be much 
better off if you figure out some sort of 
method of quantifying all the work you're 
doing. 

For that you need to be able to track your 
heart rate. Of course you know that as your 
exercise level increases, so does your heart 
rate. You know that there's some sort of 
minimum, assuming you're still alive, and 
that there's probably a maximum. It's inter- 
esting when you look into it a little bit. Most 
people have a resting heart rate of about 70 
beats per minute (bpm), but the really 
super-trained athleteslike bicycle racers and 
triathletes can have resting heart rates as 
low as possibly 40 bpm! The resting rate is 
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17 WATER ST. ¢ WARREN, R.I. 02885 
401-245-4003 
10% NETRA DISCOUNT! 

THOR, MOOSE, XTREME, ANSWER, & MSR OFF ROAD GEAR 
BOOTS BY THOR, ALPINESTAR, & GAERNE 
LEATHERS BY TECHNIC, VANSON, HEIN GERICKE, & AGV 
YUASA BATTERIES ¢ NGK SPARK PLUGS 
BELL, LAZER, VECTOR, SHOEI, BIEFFE, & SIMPSON HELMETS 
WET SUITS AND DRY SUITS BY SLIPPERY WHEN WET 
MOTORSPORTS VIDEOS 
MAXIMA, BEL-RAY, & GOLDEN SPECTRO OILS & LUBES 


from $55.95 
from $60.95 
from $53.95 
from $49.95 
from $53.95 
from $19.95 
from $56.95 
from $31.95 
from $209.95 


Pirelli 

Trelleborg 

IRC 

Bridgestone 

Dunlop 

Cheng Shin 

Metzeler 

Kenda 

FMF Pipe & Silencer 


from $16.95 
from $7.95 
from $16.95 
from $9.95 
from $52.95 
from $11.95 
from $19.95 
from $6.00 
$99.95 


UFO 

Tubes 

Brakes 

Fork Seals 

Skid Plates 

Clutch Cables 

Twin Air filters 
Wheel Bearings 
Chain & Sprocket kit 


If you don’t see what you need, call! 


OPEN THURSDAY THRU MONDAY, 10 A.M. — 7 P.M. 
SUNDAY 12 NOON — 4 ۰ 





EXTREME OFFROAD PRODUCTS 


The DeVol Racing glide plates and (winged) 
skid plates have a mounting system that 
keeps the plate on the bike. Wow! What a 
novel idea! | wonder why no one else thought 
of that. Glide Plates $62.99, Skid Plates from 
$79.99, Pipe Guards $55.99. 


741-D Stevenson Ave. 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360)825-2106 
Fax (360)825-2663 
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The DeVol Extreme Radiator Guards are by far 
the strongest on the market. The front and 
side protection encases the entire radiator. 

Cheap insurance for radiators that cost $480 

for one YZ, and $380 for one Suzuki radiator. 

$79.99 per set of DeVol guards. 


The NEW DeVol Racing Transformer Suspension 
Pullrods allow you to change the length of the 
pullrod. You can make the bike turn better or 
have better straight line stability, and still tune 
your shock separately. Mounts in five minutes. 
Used by Kevin Bennett and soon many more. 
A work of art for $89.99. í 
*97 CR250, '94-'97 KX, '95-'97 KDX, 94-97 KLX 250/300 





burning fuel and one most of us have plen- 
ty of. 

75-90 percent of your AT: Roughly 160 
bpm for our 27 year old. At this point your 
body switches over and starts burning car- 
bohydrates. This is where you're going to 
get all the perceived benefit from your exer- 
cising. If you train at this level for 20 min- 
utes a day you'll increase your energy level, 
reduce the occasions where you get ^wind- 
ed" from having to push or lift your bike, 
improve your aerobic capacity, and basical- 
ly develop a lot of power. 

95-105 percent of your AT: When you 
cross over the AT threshold, you "go anaer- 
obic" as they say in bicycle racing. You will 
not be able to spend a lot of time at 10096 
of your AT, but jumping up there for short 
sprints will move your AT threshold higher 
and condition you so when you are called 
upon to do some immediate Herculean 
feat—like push your bike up the last 20 feet 
of a hill—you won't have to spend 20 min- 
utes recovering from getting winded. 

How you get your heart rate up during 
training is up to you. It may be difficult to 
almost impossible to raise your heart rate 
riding a motorcycle, so you'll have to resort 
to something more pedestrian. Running and 
jogging are both good, if your knees and 
ankles can stand the pounding, but riding a 
bicycle is probably the best. Just drag out 
the road bike, or even better, the mountain 
bike, and start pedaling. Watch your heart 
rate, and get a feel for what it does. Easy rid- 
ing on a smooth dirt road should carry you 
up to the 65-75% range easily, especially 
when you first start. Picking up the pace or 
heading slightly uphill will bump you up to 
the 75-90% range, and attacking a hill that 
you can climb, with effort, will easily put 
you over the AT into the 95-105% zone. You 
should plan to spend most of your time 
burning fat in the first zone, and then push 
into zone two when you're good and warm 
and try to stay there for 20 minutes. If you 
only sprint into the 95-105% zone for less 
than a minute at a time, maybe a couple of 
times during a ride, you'll be doing your 
body plenty of good without causing your- 
self too much pain. 

Of course, we'll add a disclaimer. Don't do 
any of this unless you know your heart can 
take it. It pays to get a check-up and an EKG 
before starting a new exercise program, 
especially if you can't remember having one 
before, and if you're over 50. If you're real- 
ly thinking about getting into shape, go see 
a doctor first to make sure the old machine 
can take it. Also, when you first start run- 
ning or biking, don't be surprised if your 
heart rate goes “tilt” on the littlest of hills 
and you have to stop to recover. Your body 
is just not used to the exercise, and it's try- 
ing to find a way to cope with it. Just exer- 
cise lightly at first, until your body adapts, 
and then start to push it a little more each 
time, until you can exercise at a steady level 
without discomfort. 

When you're talking about aerobic condi- 
tioning, and building endurance a little goes 
a long way. Even a quick walk around the 
block will help a lot. It's just a matter of get- 
ting out and doing it! 

Where to get it: You can find heart rate 
monitors at any good bicycle shop, or 
through bicycle specific catalogs. The 
CardioChamp is available from Sensor 
Dynamics, Inc, 4580 Enterprise Street, 
Fremont CA 94558; (800)764-4527. لا‎ 


The Brief Mystery of Time 


More Fun Stuff About Enduros 





All you need to know about enduro timekeeping is that time is running out 


Art Linkletter. Steve is surprised to see 
me. Sure, I was surprised to see him, 
but somewhere in my subconscious I 
had known I would run in to Steve 
McQueen here. 

Steve started rummaging through a 
stack of clipboards, then 
exclaimed, "You're early!” 

Art Linkletter starts in on his 
spiel about what prizes they 
have for their new quest; if I 
have a B8ES. 

“1 probably got a 9.” 

Steve impatiently waved him 
off and repeated himself. 

“You're early, you're not due 
in till sometime after Evil 
Knevel and just before Elvis." 

“But Elvis is already dead!” 

“Yea right; Elvis is dead. But 
look man, you gotta go back, 
it’s not your time. How the hell 
did you get in here any how?” 

“Well Mister McQueen, I’m 
not really sure. | started out 
writing a story about enduros, 
then when I got to time keep- 
ing I quess I was trying to 
stress the depth and complexi- 
ty of timekeeping and at the 
same time simplify the incom- 
prehensible actuality of doing 
it.” 

“What? Damn, Art! You didn’t 
lock the door and another one 
of them time heads got in!” 

“Gee Mister McQueen, don’t be mad,” 
I pleaded "You've always been one of 
my heroes.” 

“Hey, that’s all right, I’m not really 
mad at you. It’s just that we’re not pre- 
pared to deal with visitors like you. 
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some rickety little homemade stairs. 

I circled around behind the light 
source and low and behold, there lie in 
front of me the biggest pile of old 
motorcycle ignitions I’ve ever seen. I 
had entered Motoplat heaven! Every 
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burnt-up electrical part ever made for a 
motorcycle was in a pile, and next to it 
was every burnt or broken head light, 
burning brighter than they had in real 
life. Behind the pile, sitting on two milk 
crates, playing Crazy Eights with some 
tarot cards, was Steve McQueen and 


EXPERT OFF-ROAD SUSPENSION TUNING 


Our constant testing in eastern off-road conditions assures you of the best valving possible, 
including our exclusive anti-deflection front and multi-stage rear all terrain valving. 


Oil Change: $39.95 e Re-Valve: $119.95 (parts inc., forks or shocks) 
Quick turnaround e Free p/u or delivery to ECEA events 
Shipping containers available 
All Work Guaranteed e KYB, Showa, WP, Penske, Ohlins, Marzocchi 


We have the fix for the 50mm Marzocchi forks! E 


SPRINGS ۰ REBUILDS ° PARTS ° ACCESSORIES * TOTAL BIKE SET-UPS 
AUTHORIZED WHITE BROS & FOX DEALER 


314 Route 542 ۰ New Gretna, NJ 08224 ۰ (609)294-8703 ۰ Fax (609)294-3168 
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Steve McQueen questions Charlie 
somewhere a long long way from here. 


I inched towards the ————— 


by Charlie Williams 


p one of the most intriguing 
aspects of enduro riding is the time 
keeping exercise. Now I'm of the think- 
ing that time is one of those subjects 
man's mind cannot fully grasp. 
The mind is a few micro proces- 
sor chips short of actually 
understanding time. It is a flat 
impossibility to derive an 
answer, no matter how many 
generations of great thinkers we 
put on the job. About the time 
you fully grasp an explanation, 
this thought causes a reboot 
and you shut down, down that 
long white hall towards the light. 

The hall isn't as neat as 
Readers Digest makes it sound, 
either. It's really only like a nar- 
row hall in a trailer that has 
been faux-painted to look like 
marble. If you look closely, 
there are doors on both sides. 
Better grab a knob and go on in, 
this is your last chance for 
curiosity to save your life. If you 
miss the exit doors at the end of 
the hall you will enter a larger 
room. It was a shoddy add-on 
and had an awkward 11-inch 
step down. Its hard to see 
because the light is so bright 
here. 
source and was stopped at some alu- 
minum framed patio slider doors, their 
glass was full of moisture but beyond 
them was the light. | opened one of the 
doors but when I tried to close it the 
door came off it's track and was stuck, 
so I went on towards the light, down 















The cure for your suspension problems. 
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NEW DIRT BIKE TECH BOOK 
MX and Off-Road Performance Handbook $20 
This new book by Eric Gorr is the most com- 
prehensive handbook in the world for do-it- 

yourself tips on repairing and tuning dirt 
bikes. Its 192 pages are packed with 172,000 
words and 250 photos on suspension compo- 
nents, 2 & 4-stroke engines, and a reference 
guide for tuning tips on 175 models of dirt 
bikes. The book is $20 by Visa/Mastercard, 
or $25 delivered by UPS COD, check okay. 


Call for more information on 
Forward Motion's porting, big- 
bore and engine services! 


MOTOCROSS: 
PERFORMANCE 


* TUNING * MODIFICATION 
ERICGORR + MAINTENANCE + 2-STROKE & 4-STROKE 


Eric Gorr's Forward Motion, Ine. 
2315 S. Stoughton Road, Madison WI 53716 © (608)222-5761 


Used bu 
Factorii NR 5 
R Yama 
Randy Hawkins 


The all new SlimTank from 
Cycra Features: 

-Fits YZ 125 s and 250’s 96-97 
-A full 3.5 gallon capacity 
-Slim as stock with 
flat seat profile 
-Drybrake ready(not included) 
-Fits FMF and ProCircuit pipes 


To order call Cycra: | -800-770-2259 


Phone: 614-866-9662 fax: 614-866-2278 
Cycra 5742 Westbourne Ave., Columbus,Ohio 43213 
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Chris Smith 
Four Time Gold Medalist 
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Man, if you would have come in the 
right way, well, they got ways of pro- 
cessing you. Now it’s all screwed up. 
Art, go check the door and make sure 
it’s locked.” 

“I’ve got a case of Aqua Net hair spray 
if you have a box of matches.” 

^| ain't got no matches, but I got 7 
lighters, 5 of ‘em don’t work though.” 

“Art! The door! Charlie! Shut up and 
listen. I need to know how close you 
are to figuring out the answer.” 

“Well okay, what’s the question?” 

"The question...hey, help me out 
here, Art." 

"Okay, what is the capital of North 
Dakota?" 

^No, you moron! THE question." 

"Oh yeah, THE question. I don't know 
the question." 

I interrupt: "To know the question is 
to know the answer." 

Steve, obviously shaken by this 
thought, says, "Coffee?" 

"Yeah, sure." 

“Cup or bulb?" 

"Cup." 

"Take anything with it?" 

“No, straight up. I mean, just plain 
black, thanks." 

Alone again I wander around behind 
the pile and come across a guy at a 
work bench with a bunch of enduro 
computers, laying out in different 
states of disrepair. He ignores me, but 
I start watching what he is doing. He 
was doing horribly long equations of 
basic mathematics, and | could tell at a 
glance his answers were wrong. Page 
after page of basic math, and every 
answer was wrong. He was intently pro- 
gramming the enduro computers using 
this incorrect information. I asked, 
"What are you doing?" 

He looked at me angrily and growled 
^Herxt lijywx mnjoocze!” 

Steve returned with the coffee and 
shouted out my name. 

“Charlie, what are you doing over 
there? Don’t you realize you’re already 
in trouble for knowing too much? Now 
you've gone and found the faulty pro- 
gramming department.” 

“Gee Mister McQueen, I didn’t know. 
I was just checking the place out, but 
did you realize all that guy’s math is 
wrong?” 

“Yes, of course it’s wrong, what did 
you expect? All the answers laid out in 
simple terms?” 

“Well, I didn't know. I wasn't expect- 
ing anything, especially death. I was 
just writing a story about how hard or 
how impossible enduro time keeping 
is." 

"You mean you weren't about to spill 
all the beans? You know, tell the world 
the secrets of time?" 

“No! Hell no—I don't know any 
secrets, let alone be able to explain it. 
I was just consoling the readers 
because none of us would ever figure 


out the answer.” 

“Never figure out the 
answer.... Okay, what were 
you using as a question?” 

“Well nothing; I was just 
explaining that man is inca- 
pable of fully understanding 
time, and that it's okay not to 
understand, it’s only human 
to fail at this problem." 

"Okay, so you were not 
about to tell the world about 
the Swiss watch makers, 
space travel at the speed of 
light, and dog years?" 


^No, Mister McQueen, I 
don't know anything about 
that stuff." 

"Have you read Stephen 


Hawking's work?" 

“Isn't that Randy's hand- 
some brother?" 

"No he's the scientist that 
studies time, the one who is 
stuck in the wheel chair." 

“Oh yeah, I know who 
you're talking about! No, I 
haven't read his stuff. Sure, 
I've tried, but it was light 
years over my head. Hey 
look, can I go back now?” 





Ordinarily, I'm very cool. But | lost it 
completely when ۱ was faced by Steve 


"No, I've got more ques- McQueen's ghost. 
tions. Do you know Martin 
Amis?" 

“Yeah, isn't he the guy who wrote that entire book back- 
wards?" 


"Yeah, that's him. Boy, did he piss a lot of people off. How 
about the blue line?" 

"Nope." 

“How about overnight delivery?” 

"Thats what they claim. I don't know how they do it 
though.” 

Just now Mr. Linkletter comes back. Steve asks? “Did you 
get the door?” 

“No sorry, it’s really stuck. But I’ve got free passes to the 
Steve Allen show for anyone who can close the door.” 

۲۱۱۱ get it!” Said I. 

I jumped up out of my seat and hurried towards the doors. 
Steve stopped me and whispered in my ear “Look none of 
the bigwigs know you’re here yet, so when you get to the 
door, I want you to run. Run back the way you came and for- 
get everything you’ve seen here, hear?” 

“I won't get you in trouble, will I?” 

‘No, hell no; what are they going to do to me? I’m already 
dead, stuck here playing cards with friggen Art Linkletter for 
the last 2,000 years. Don’t worry about me, take care of 
yourself and run, run back down that hallway to life.” 

^| don't have to make a raft of coconuts or dig a hundred 
yard tunnel?” 

“No, just hit the hallway and run, don’t stop till you’re back 
where you started. Oh, say hi to Malcolm and Tom Webb for 
me.” 

“Wow! You know Tom Webb?” 

“Just go. I'll see you back here soon enough Go.” 

I turned and ran, stumbled up the rickety stairs, through 
the stuck door, tripped over the 11” step leading back to the 
hall and fell. From this vantage point I could tell that instead 
of heavenly clouds lining the hall, it was piles of kapock. 1 


jumped and ran. I stopped and coughed up black stuff. I ran 


some more, but I wasn’t moving. The hall sped past me like 
a treadmill but I seemed to stay in one place, faster and 
faster I lumbered until I finally plopped back down in my 


8 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. -- 9p.m. 


Cylinders bored while you wait 


XR400 & XR250 HEADQUARTERS! 
Come See The New '97 Models 
Great Prices on Leftover '96 RMX250 


EXTRA LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 
UPS SHIPPING DAILY 


DRO; 


$ SUZUKI 


oT Available for Used and New! 


A 


HONDA 


We're Open: 
Weekly 9 a.m. -- 


Route 28, Junct. of 106 
West Bridgewater Center, MA 
(508)587-1701 


TAKE ONE HOME TODAY! | 
CALL 


1-800-923-1717 


Sales, and Service 


` The New '97 KTM 125/250/300/360 E/XC's come with these 


GNCC and Hare Scrambles Championship-winning 
features: New 50mm KTM Magnum Fork * New Gull 
Wing Triple Clamps « KTM/Krizman" Works 
Aluminum Silencer/Spark Arrestor ۰ Plated 

Pipe * Improved Cylinder and Head Castings 

* Ohlins Type 3A Works Shock ۰ New Wider 
Cross-Section Box Swingarm * Kokusan 

Digital Ignition * 7071 Aluminum 

Handlebars. See the New ‘97 KTM 


IR E/XC at your local ۳ 
MS KTM dealer. D ۸ 
— L it 
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Leftover Specials: 


‘96 KTM 360EXC $4699 
‘96 Husaberg FE350 $5499 
‘96 Husky 410WXE $4999 


‘96 Husaberg FE350E $5999 


‘96 KTM Duke $7599 


‘97 Husaberg 400 and 501, 
Enduro, Electric, and MX 
in stock! 
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ORTS 


216 N. King St., Rt. 5 
Northampton, MA 


VALLEY 


zr c 


Just off exit 21 of Interstate 91 in Massachusetts 








Phone 
(413)584-7303 


€ KM YCLES 


BUILT FOR CHAMPIONS: 


YAMAHA 
Kawasaki 
Husqvarna 
HUS BIER [a 


AMERICA NC 


E 


HONDA 


ERZ 


KITS 
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Jerry Randall 
Owner 


PUT IT ON... 
FORGET IT'S THERE... 


THE 5100 


A REVOLUTION 
IN KIDNEY SUPPORT 


* Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 


orthopedic support products. 


* High quality, medical elastic designed 
for the ultimate in comfort and support. 
۲۱ ° Vented elastic back for increased 
a] air flow and maximum compression. 
* Unique double-pull tension straps. 


The Choice of Champions! 
No other belt offers this level 


of comfort and support 


NEVER RIDE AGAIN WITHOUT IT... 


* DIRT RINER MAGATINE.PHOTO RY MARK KARIYA 


Larry Roeseler 
“| started using the KEV-CO/STUBBS 


5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 


WORN BY ISDE STARS: 
Stephane Peterhansel 
* Team Italy 

* Kari Tiainen 

* Paul Edmondston 

* Ty Davis 

* Larry Roeseler 

* Rodney Smith 

* Kevin Hines 


have used it every race since. The belt 
provides better support and comfort 
than anything else I've tried." 


For a dealer near you 


CALL (800) 223-1713 


KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 
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chair, facing a blank computer screen. 

I know just exactly what I need to tell 
you now, I know just exactly what you 
need to hear from me, so here goes: 

It'S okay to go to an enduro and not 
understand, because of a default 
somewhere in mother  nature's 
scheme. You will never understand. 
Give it up. Enduro timekeeping is an 
art, not a science. Sure, there are tools 
and techniques, even computers, but 
time is too flexible to be measured by 
a computer. The only consistent in 
time is the fact you will never have 
enough of it. Time is running out. I’m 
not sure out of what or into what, but 
time is short so make plans to ride 
some enduros. Try it for fun, not as a 
race. Isn't fun what you were looking 
for when you got here? Won't it be fun 
to watch the old quy in black socks and 
sandals wandering around with a pad 
of paper and a pencil mumbling math- 
ematics? 

Well, you may have been intimidated 
before, but now with this new knowl- 
edge I’ve shared with you, no problem. 
Feel free to spout out times and num- 
bers freely, because you know they are 
all right, and all wrong. Ask the old boy 
what he does for living and I'll bet he 
dissects computers or whittles steel to 
within .001 of an inch. 

That's inch, not second. Û 
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1998 HUSKYS EXPECTED IN JUNE! 
LEFTOVER MODELS AND CLEAN 
USED MACHINES IN STOCK! 



















NEED HUSKY PARTS? 
NOT A PROBLEM! 
WE HAVE ALMOST EVERYTHING 
IN STOCK, OR WE CAN GET IT 
FOR YOU FAST! 


MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 

MASSACHUSETTS 02760 
(508)695-9061 












EMERGENCY 
REPAIRS CALL 
908-285-6848 






AMA LITTLE RHODY ENDURO یپ‎ 


8 ۸۵ ۱ 6 ۲ ۱ 0 ۷ 6 ۳ 
JUNE 22,1997 Y 
WEST GREENWICH, RI 
APPROXIMATELY 85 MILES KEY TIME 8:00 AM 


SHORTENED COURSE FOR C & WOMENS CLASSES 


“Trophies: will be awarded in the following classes: 
GRAND CHAMPION A HIGH POINT B HIGH POINT C HIGH POINT 
125 A&B 200 A,B&C 250 AB&C OPEN A,B&C 


4 STROKE VETERAN ۵ SENIORA,B&C 
AA WOMENS TEAM HIGH POINT SUPER SENIOR 


Requirements: Riders must have a motorcycle operator's license Locati on 
and registration, and a valid AMA CARD. A valid ECEA or NETRA Information: Bil Hass 401-397-3076 


license is needed for points in either organization. All merces must | West Greenwich Fire Co. Kyle Losek 401-828-1420 
have a headiight, taillight, working muffler, and a firmly attached license 


plate. A sound test will be given at sign up Rt. #3 Sign up: Open Saturday 3:00 to 7:00 PM 
Any motorcycle failing the test will not start! West Greenwich R ۱ Open Sunday at 6:00 AM 
; ۰ 


Arrowed from exit 5A - Rt. #95 
: Pre-entry $30.00 Post-entry $35.00 Make checks payable to Rhody Rovers Motorcycle club & mailto; Peter Rainone 


104 New Hampshire St. 
Cranston, RI 02920 


Starting positions will be drawn June 10. Only paid entries will be drawn. PHONE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Entries to be drawn together must be stapled together. 
A or B entries stapled to C entries will be drewn with C entries. Entrants will receive confirmation by mail. 


t her 


RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
Date release signed: 


Description and location of event: LITTLE RHODY ENDURO, WEST GREENWICH, RI. JUNE 22, 1997 


| hereby give up all of my rights to sue or make any claims whatever against the American Motorcycle assoc., and its district organizations, the East Coast Enduro 
Assoc., the New England Trail Riders inc., the Rhody Rovers Motorcycle Club inc., the promoters,the sponsors, and all other persons and organizations conducting or 
connected with this event for any injury to property or person | may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am preparing for or 
participating in the event or while | am on the premises. 

1 know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while on the event premises and am relying upon my own judgement and 
ability, and assume all such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons or organizations connected with this event for damages incurred as a 
result of any injury that | cause or receive. 


Signature: | have read and understand this waiver 


PLEASE PRINT 
AGE 


STATE ZIP 


NETRA# ECEA# MAKE OF BIKE 


CIRCLE YOUR ABILITY AND DISCPLACEMENT CLASS 


ABLIIY CLASS AA A B c 
DISCPLACEMENT CLASS 125 200 250 OPEN 


4 STROKE VET SENIOR SUPER SENIOR WOMENS 
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AMA Nat'l Hare Scrambles 
Randy Hawkins — 1st, Good Springs, PA 


AMA 125 East. Supercross 
Jim Neese — 5th, Pontiac 
Charley Bogard — 9th, Pontiac 
Doug DeHaan - 7th, Charlotte 
Jim Neese — 8th, Charlotte 


World 250 MX Championship تس‎ 
Tallon Vohland — 2nd, Netherlands 
Stefan Everts — 3rd, Netherlands 
(Everts and Vohland now tied for first place!) 


AMA Nat'l Enduro 
Randy Hawkins - 3rd, Shelton, WA 


AMA Grand Nat'l Cross Country 
Scott Summers — Ist, Big Buck 
— 2nd, Clarksburg, WV 
Barry Hawk - 4th, 250A, Clarksburg, WV 
Daryl Conner - 5th, 250A, Clarksburg, WV 


MAKE 
YOUR MOVE. 


i RELL 


See your nearest Pirelli Dealer. Or for information and brochure: Phone: (610) 458-9662 / Fax: (610) 458-9663 
410 Eagleview Blvd., Suite 106, Exton, PA 19341 





series. You know those riding fantasies that most of us have? 
Tom's fulfilled them. 

Feature Editor Karel Kramer hopped on his first bike in 1965, 
and he’s become our walking encyclopedia of technical knowl- 
edge about every machine produced since. 

Test Editor Donn Maeda has thrown a leg over just about 
every type of off-road machine as well, from the latest MXers 
to yesterday’s three wheelers, and from slow-speed, balance- 
oriented trials bikes to 140-mph Harley flat trackers. If it’s got 
a motor and knobby tires, chances are that 
Maeda's tried it. 

That's the serious part of Dirt Rider. It's 
been that way since our first issue in 1982. 
And we think that's pretty intense. 

Perhaps that's why Dirt Rider magazine 
is the world's largest dirt bike publication. 
Our readers know that for the straight 
scoop from the guys who really know, Dirt 
Rider delivers. 

Or perhaps it's because when the workday 
is over, we're still just a bunch of guys who 


MAGAZINE C Tu 
like to go riding. 


Order Now 
CALL TOLL FREE 


11800180013478 


12 issues $11.97 





T 1 DIRTY 108... 





iding dirt bikes isn’t just our business—we do it for fun. But 
when it comes to testing new bikes, evaluating the latest 
riding gear or analyzing trick aftermarket hardware, we get 
serious. We employ the expertise of hard-core testers like 
eight-time National enduro champion Dick Burleson, off- 
road legend Larry Roeseler and world-ranked GP MXer Mike 
Healey. Add top guest instructors in all facets of dirt competition 
like Jeremy McGrath, Ty Davis, Guy Cooper, Malcolm Smith, 
Steve Lamson, Randy Hawkins, Steve Hatch and Scott Summers, 
and you've got an impressive panel of experts. 

Editor Ken Faught has been riding for over 15 
years and has competed in more than 650 
motocross and off-road events. He's raced every- 
thing from GNCCs in Florida, to arenacross in 
Ohio and desert races in Nevada. Heck, he's 
even got ISDE experience, plus he's traveled the 
world over, covering events in Spain, France, 
Switzerland and the Czech Republic. 

Editorial Director Tom Webb’s list of racing 
credits includes multitime AA National enduro 
rankings, ISDE experience and, most recently, 
a championship in the 1995 AMA GNCC 
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with 
PETE DENISON 


A-Loop’s New Pacemaker P3 is the best 
enduro timekeeping device ever made 
The wide display shows your odo, 
clock, and your seconds late or early. No 
need to scroll between screens, it’s all there 
at a glance. 


The P3 has tons of new features 

The expanded memory holds over 
100 speed changes and 100 resets. The 
revised menus speed data entry and allow 
easy correction of program errors, and a 
remote thumbswitch is standard for easier 
race operation. The new Datalog saves your 
performance data for review after the race. 


Programming is no longer a chore 

Our infrared data link makes it easy to 
program the P3. You can download all race 
data from one P3 to another in seconds, 
right on the bike! And, using our optional 
Windows-based software, you can commu- 
nicate between your P3 and your home 
computer. You can even download race data 
from your club’s Internet site, and transfer 
it directly to your P3! 


More than just an enduro instrument 
The new P3 has an accurate 
speedo/odo for dual sport riders, and new 
features make it perfect for Qualifiers and 
ISDE's. Enter the location and keytime for 
each check, and the P3 will count down the 
distance and time to the next checkpoint. If 

you're running late, you'll know instantly. 


For more information about the 
new Pacemaker P3, see your dealer 
or call A-Loop at 303-791-0035. 


A-Loop Offroad ° 3911 Norwood #G 
Littleton, CO 80125 


Visit us at www.aloop.com 
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components, still with no success. If 
you've guessed by now that the piston 
was installed backwards, you too are 
probably a candidate for the bonehead 
club. Ironically, I finished four or five 
enduros with the motor running in that 
state of tune and even took home some 
trophies in the process. Rest assured it 
ran much better with the piston flipped 
around to its proper orientation. 

Another time I'd been racing a test bike 
for 70 or 80 miles with no problems, that 
is until traversing a significant deep and 
rutted puddle a mile or two out from the 

know control. Afterward, the bike started 
popping and missing, and I was just barely 
able to limp in to the finish. Turns out that 
I forgot to tighten the carburetor boot 
clamps the day before, after fiddling with 
the jetting. Surprisingly, the carb managed 
to remain in the boots until those final cou- 
ple of miles, although the sand ingested in 
the process certainly detracted from the 
top end's expected life span. 

In the bike hauler category, some years 
back, before I traveled on the lavish TR 
expense account, fuel for road trips was 
often secured using what we called our 
“West Virginia” credit card. No offense 
intended to the folks from the Mountain 
State, but our West Virginia credit card was 
a six foot long length of garden hose which 
magically produced fuel for our travels. 
Well, on one such late evening excursion, 
fuel was obtained from a vehicle that 
turned out to be compression-ignition 
powered. The resulting motor meltdown 
from running diesel fuel in our hauler left 
us stranded and sleeping in a hotel parking 
garage, not to mention with a major engine 
rebuilding bill soon thereafter. 

Not surprisingly, there's more, way too 
many more. Fried new parts, misidentified 
bikes, parts and problems, countless 
instances of stripping, cross threading and 
ubiquitous bungering of fasteners, wasted 
seals, punctured tubes and just about any 
other lapse conceivable. I'll plead space 
limitations to save myself further embar- 
rassment (that’s my story and I’m sticking 
to it). I might be a rich man (or a drunk) if 
it weren't for all this wasted time and cash. 
The near universal cause of my woes?— 
rushing, short cuts, improper tools, and 
generally the failure to think. 

I guess that the moral here is that virtual- 
ly no one is above brain fade and potential 
catastrophes lurk around every corner. I 
got lucky last week with that radiator inci- 
dent. What did it cost me? Slightly burned 
hands and face, unnoticeable come 
Monday morning, a DNF and perhaps a bit 
of a bruised ego; a small price in light of 
the potential for serious injury. I'd like to 
think that the experience will foster a more 
careful attitude toward things, but that 
might be a bit much to expect. Either way, 
it wouldn't be bad advice for anyone to 
reconsider their approach to motorcycling, 
and be especially wary when the brain is 
edgy, dull and tired from riding or driving. 
Like the man says, "Keep your wits about 
yourself, and be careful out there." O 





By Mark Uth 


Bone Head 


did a really stupid thing while racing the 

recent Greenbrier Enduro and narrowly 
escaped a serious maiming in the process. 
This proverbial “close call” made me 
reconsider all of the really dumb shenani- 
gans that I’ve gotten away with while rac- 
ing, riding and working on motorcycles, 
and what in the heck made them happen 
at all. The gaff in question, witnessed by 
dozens of my fellow racers, was attempting 
to check my bike’s radiator fluid level 
shortly after coming out of a lengthy, tight, 
slow special test during which near all rid- 
ers bikes were spewing. Predictably, as | 
carefully unscrewed the radiator cap 
assuming that any lingering pressure 
would slowly escape, the cap abruptly 
blew out, spraying hot coolant on my 
hands and face. 

Now I consider myself a modestly 
informed rider/mechanic, and even the 
greenest C rider knows better than to open 
a hot radiator. However, I’ve also deter- 
mined that in some cases, familiarity can 
be a catalyst for disaster. Its not surprising 
that even the most informed and savvy 
rider/mechanic can bunger things up when 
not paying attention or circumventing 
established conventions for dealing with 
bike maintenance. As the CYA disclaimer 
says, motorcycle riding is an inherently 
dangerous activity and you can get seri- 
ously hurt if you don’t keep your wits 
about yourself. Conversely, in many 
instances ignorance is truly bliss and per- 
haps even forgivable. Once that is. Sadly, 
this was not an isolated case, as thinking 
back, there are all-too-many examples of 
brainless blunders which I can take credit 
for. Since I believe at this point in time that 
the statute of limitations has passed for 
most, I can now reveal some of the more 
notable ones. 

A number of years ago, I was experienc- 
ing problems with my race bike, early in 
the enduro season. The bike seemingly ran 
fine mid-top, but wouldn’t idle, was hard 
starting and had a tendency to overheat. 
Over the winter I had completely rebuilt 
the motor, suspension, etc., so I was 
stumped. Naturally, all of the usual sus- 
pects were checked and rechecked, e.g., 
jetting, timing, ignition grounding, reeds, 
etc., to no avail. Eventually, I even 
swapped out the carburetor and all ignition 


Ridge Riders Motorcycle Club presents 


SKI PLATTEKILL HARE SCRAMBLES 
E P BN "uy, 1997 T NY : b 1 


Don't miss the ultimate bar banging showdown in the clouds 


between the best riders from the WNYOA and the ECEA. 
WNYOA and ECEA Points Paying Event 
NETRA Riders Welcome ! 


Rider Entry Fees: Youth / Pee Wee , Women $15.00 CASH PAYOUT TO EXPERTS 

Expert, Amateur, Novice $25.00 

Sign Up: Open 3:00PM Saturday until dark and 8:00 AM Sunday. 

Lodging: Plenty of Saturday night camping available, for more information or to 
find out about local hotels and directions call the lodge at (607)326-3500. 

Food: Food will be available Saturday night and all day Sunday. 

The ski lodge and Blockbuster Bar will be open Saturday night 
for Chef Splido's Pasta Bash. live entertainment and race videos. 

Course: Approx. 10 mile course, climbing over 1000 vertical feet of groomed 
single track and ski trails, no water, no tight woods. plenty of spectating ' 

Requirements: Valid AMA card required to ride this event (available at sign-up) 
All entrants must sign an insurance waiver, riders under 18 years of age 
must have a parent or legal guardian present to sign release. 
Spectators assume all liability for injury or loss of property. 
Admission: Ski Plattekill will charge a gate fee on Sunday (Kids 12 & under free) 
information: Call (201)696-0416 or (201)347-7123 
Starting Times: 
9:00 AM Youth Classes. 
(1 hour) Mini A (12-15 yrs old) 80-100 cc 
Mini B (7-11 yrs old) 0-85 cc 
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10:30 AM Pee Wee Class 
(1/2 hour) 4-8 yrs old 0-6 


12:00 PM Main Event Vet A,B 

(2 hours) Expert 4-stk 
0-200 A,B C Women 
201-250 A, B, C Senior 


251-open A, B, C Sup Senior BE THERE! 


DIRECTIONS... 


€ New York State Thruway Kingston EXIT 19. . 

© Rt, 28 West approximately 40 minutes to the Town of Arkville 

€ Turn Right at Crosby's Form Equipment just before the 
railroad crossing ۱ 

€ Go | mile to end (Rt. 30) - Turn Right onto Rt. 30 North 

e Go approximately 7 minutes and look for our signs to turn left 
anto Cold Spring Road and follow signs to Ski Plattekill - we "MOTORCYCLE HANOLING SPECIALIST 
are 4 miles off Rt. 30. STEERING DAMPERS 


TOWN & COUNTRY CYCLE CENTER 
WRN 5/7 2 100 MAIN STREET SUSSEX, NJ 07461 


Western New York Off-Road Association 201-875-2111 
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$30.00 Pre-entry; $35.00 Post 
Entries to: Valley Forge Trail Riders 
c/o Ed Theurkauf 
757 North Reed's Road 


Downingtown, Pa. 19335 
610-458-7971 


. mi 
gurs S 1997 3rd Place 


$12.00 with Entry 


4th Annual 


: 9: 
Two Loops of appro 
Valley Forge Trail Riders Challenging Terrain wi 


tely 40 miles § A 


ith E 
Lunch provided at rd p 
$ 1 5 a 0 0 Information: 215-836- T 
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CRE Conversion Kits for 1989-95 0 
Lighting Coil Ignition e ISDE Center stands 
150-300cc Big Bore Kits ۶ New Paoli Foral 

Composite E ۷ 

Protection 

IMPORTS, Packages 


)509( 245-2 A (so9y241-2608 
Sh Spectacle Pond Ter., E. Wareham, MA 02539 








Performance Suspension Work 
Best Prices on all Suzukis! 
‘97 RMX & DR Offroad Contingencies! 


Buzzards Bay Cyclesports 


3095 Cranberry Highway 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 o (508)295- 5392 


PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE IT! 


GUARANTEED!* 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 


" 

THE DUKE OF DENT" 
ONE DAY. THE MOST EXPERIENCD REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
TURN MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
AROUND OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
OVER 15,00 REPAIRED! 


NEW & USED PIPES ies 
BUY-SELL-TRADE 


*RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO. 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 "erum" 


FMF, KTM, DYNOPORT 













PANY 





CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 





SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 


stort 
CHOICE OF TOP RACERS: KEVIN HINES, TOMMY NORTON, JEFF RUSSELL, SCOTT PLESSINGER, DAN 
ICHARDSON, JEFF FREDETTE, FRED HOESS, CHRIS SMITH, FRED ANDREWS, DREW SMITH & YOU! 


FRONTS $99.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $124.85 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
TECH PRODUCTS (201) 848-0668 












Titan Tough 
»prockees $39.95 


Official Sprockets of the 
1996 GNCC Series 
1-800-367-5209 
We Ship World Wide 















YANKEE TRADER 


switches, updated with latest technology. 
$200 each, call Marc at (502)947-1100. 
1996 Beta Techno 250 Trials bike. Exc. 
cond., NJ title, $3900. (908)852-9461. 
1996 KTM 250 EXC Dyno Port, Bark 
Busters, Drew Smith susp., K-Style graph- 
ics, safety wired by Wire Tech, fresh 
motor. $3900, poss. trade for S00EXC. 
(610)779-1199. 

Wanted: Aluminum muffler from ‘94— 
‘97 KTM four-stroke. 350cc, 400cc, or 
620cc. Call Fran, at (814)568-9944. 
1992 KTM 125EXC New: Wiseco piston, 
Boyesen RAD Valve, frt & rr brake hoses, 
chain. Fact. Conn. Susp., Dyno Port 
torque pipe with guard, reg. in New 
Hampshire, very fast & great handling. 
$1600 obo. (603)542-4621. 

1994 Suzuki RMX250 NJ title, Pro Action 
susp., Dyno Port pipe, new tires, new in 


box ICO Pro Comp, leftover, used half 
season, many extras. $5700. (201)942- 
8925. 

1996 KTM 300EXC Exc. cond., ‘97 K- 
Style graphics, $3450. Full title, 
(917)797-7726. 


1995 KTM Duke, $7298 out the door. 
1996 KTM Duke, $7598 complete. 1996 
KTM 620EXC, $5998. 1996 KTM 
620RXC, $6178. 1996 KTM 50 SXK Pro, 
$1498. 1996 Husky 610WXC, $5699. 
1996 Husky 360 WXC, $4799. 1996 
Husky 250WXC, $4499. 1995 KTM 
620RXC, $5498. All brand new, left- 
overs., not including licensing, registra- 


tion or taxes. Call today, (609)726-1717. 











KTM ۶ HUSABERG e° ATK 
STOCK PARTS ° MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 








1996 Honda CR250, $5200. 1996 
Honda CR125, with title, $5550. 1994 
KTM RXC400, $5900. 1992 Suzuki 
DR250, 550 miles, $5200. All mint, on 
consignment at Dag’s Power Sports, 
(609)719-1448. 

Parts for sale 1996—'97 YZ125/250 IMS 
5.1 tank, 1996-97 YZ250 DeVol skid 
plate (new), 1990—'97 KX250 Steahly fly- 
wheel. (914)754-2072. 

1990 KTM 250EXC Enduro Experts 
revalved susp., runs well, $1250 obo. 
(908)551-6055. 

1974 CZ400 Red frame, exc. original 
cond., in storage for the past 20 seasons. 
Some extras included, $550 obo. 
(516)845-1287, ask for Ray. 

1973 Penton 250 Hare Scrambler All 
original parts, re-covered seat, new 
Ceriani gas shocks, heavy flywheel igni- 
tion. One of the first imported, runs well, 
needs polishing. $1000 obo, (609)955- 
7805. 

Wanted: Engine or cases, or whole bike 
for parts. Rebuilding 1974 Husky CR250. 
Call Bill at (609)567-4712 

Garage Sale ICO computer, good as new. 
Kawasaki KX250 gas tanks, Pirie 3.2 car- 
bon fiber and Acerbis 3.4 gal., ‘94 and 
newer models. FMF and Pro-Circuit KX250 
pipes, fit ‘94 and newer. Cannondale 
mountain bike with Rock Shox. Make me 
an offer on anything, please! Call Kevin, 
)609(499- ۰ 

1995 ATK 250LQ Very low hours, like 
new, KPS shock valving, Dunlops, Pirie 
pipe guard, $5000. Call Bob, (201)797- 
0188 eves. 

1993 Husky 350WXE Fact. Conn. susp, 
MS tall seat foam and cover, Tech Tubes, 
skid plate and guards. ICO PCX enduro 
computer, ready to race. $1800 obo, 
(508)670-1465. 

Pacemaker Computers Two available, 
completely refurbished with thumb 


GRIFFIN VEHICLE SERVICE 


ATK e KTM e HUSQVARNA e HUSABERG ° ROTAX 
SALES * SERVICE * PARTS 
Parts & Accessories for All Brands of Dirt Bikes 
Full Machine Shop ۶ Crankshaft Rebuilding e Suspension 
Services 
ORDERS 800-525-6771 
24 Hr. Parts Hotline: 609-726-1717 Fax: 609-726-1777 
SHIPPING UPS DAILY/ALSO C.0.D./ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
P.0. BOX 337, CHATSWORTH NJ 08019 


413 e 568 e 1638 
ITS WAR PAINT FOR YOUR HID LID 
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" JART Rolichart Sample f 
9:27 
5:28 
9:29 
5:30 


Jary 


PROFESSIONAL 
ROLLCHARTS 






ANY ENDURO 
ANY TRAIL RIDE #31 40.4 A 
ANY PLACE 9:32 40.8 24 


a VERSION FOR ANY nioen 3 


fer^ — $34 41.6 74 
FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 42.0 24 
aowe 996 42.4 4 
1210 N. JEFFERSON ۲ 9:32 42.8 ۸ 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 9:38 43.2 4 
$39 43.6 7 






(714) 666-0136 


H 
1 1 
" DIRT RIDER: 
" Loc BOOK 1 
" FIN E vv h 
" For 1997 " 
" Log Your Rides " 
" Save Your Trails ۳ 
" Show Your Legislator " 
h Save Your Memories H 
h Improve Maintenance H 
n Save Time & Money i! 
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Heavyweight Flywheels 
An A-LOOP/MOOSE Heavyweight Flywheel increases 


low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 


* Call now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog. * 


A-LOOP Offroad The artists fore called 
3911 Norwood Drive #G oase Racing 
1-303-791-0035 


Littleton, CO 80125 





ae 
PARTS 
AT WHOLESALE 


PRICES 
1-800-648-3569 
SUNNYSLOPE HONDA 


9017 CAVECREEK ROAD ۰ PHX, AZ 85020 
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Cold Spring Racing 


Quick Bleeders 
for 45/50mm 
Marzocchi Forks 


e NO MACHINING REQUIRED e 
Simply remove stock bleeder screw and 
install Quick Bleeder. That's it! Once 
installed, simply press the stem and air is 
gone. Call for price. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
CSR * 68 Cold Spring Road 
Troy, NY 12180 


[FAIRWAY CYCLE 

















SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 


AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 






(609)927-2071 


RIDE BAJA 


*Experience the Legendary BAJA 
*See the sights on Honda 56 
*Visit famous Mike’s Sky Ranch 
Minimum age eighteen years old 
BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714)528-6539 FAX (714) 630-4474 











CORPORATION U.S.A. 
Suspension, Motors, Accessories & More! 


€ EXTREMELY PERSONALIZED, BEST AVAILABLE WORK 


e NO ILLEGAL ALIENS ! JUST PRO CERTIFIED 
TECHNICIANS & EX FACTORY MECHANICS ON STAFF 
© SPECIALIZING IN INORTHEAST'S DEMANDING CONDITIONS 


SPECIAL 
SHOCK & FORK 
service wm nwo) | Baskê 5, 
‘One Day Turnaround 


908 ۰ 92 8 ۰ 0 
CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKER 
IMPORTING / EXPORTING / LOWEST PRICES 
3 ACRE FACILITY WITH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED WAREHOUSE 
1 MILE FROM SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE 


GUARANTEED! 





ADVENTURE 
BIG SKY COUNTRY 
Bring your gear, come ready to ride our 
Suzuki DR350's. We have single or multi- 


y day tours for all levels of riding. 
4 DON'T JUST DREAM IT, DUAL IT! 
Montana Moto Tours, Inc. 

(406) 388-7591 


De sel fix your bope os Ibe asexctaioty 
al riches bet oa Cod who ricky وچ‎ 
you with all things te eejoy. Tim. 6:17 








NDURO ENGINEERING 


517-393-2421 
CALL FOR CATALOG 





USED PARTS 


SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 
Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM e KAW e SUZ ۶ HON 
KTM e HUS * MORE! 


(508)478-5700 ۶ (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 





ISDE RIDER'S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most L/C bikes-wheels and spark plug. 


Only $19.95 each. 
COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 


e OEM Parts œ Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts © Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 


31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


r EXCEPTIONAL GEAR FOR | 
EVERY KIND OF RIDER. 
F Call for our 100 page catalog 


filled with revoluuonary 


gp T3979 3clothing ۳ 


& hundreds of 
other exceptional 
rj products such as 





clothing. maps, 
luggage. boots, DARIEN 


JACKETS, 
@ books. PAGE 8 











electronics, tools & more. x 
FREE CATALOG 
1-800-222-1994 sor; 
218-722-1927 © FAX 218-720-3610 

85. 18" AVE. W. © DULUTH, MN 55806 
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HERTFELDER 





Why Freeloading Gets a Bad Name 


At the second running of the Alligator Dual 
Sport they, sensibly, changed to Wednesday 
of Bike Week and doubled the entries. 

As many of us predicted, there were a 
whole herd of hard core enduro guys who 
intended to ride BOTH Alligator events - the 
dual sport on Wednesday AND the Enduro 
on Thursday—and there were some who 
said they intended to keep the route sheet 
and ride the dual sport course 
AGAIN on Friday! 

By the time of the 5 
Alligator D.S., I had plumb 
run out of freeloader 
folks and booked into a 
nice—I thought—place 
near the track. And, 
don’t you know, Jim 

Pilon flew all the way in 
from California to 
freeload ON ME! 
Fair enough, 
because I'd free- 
loaded on Pilon 
quite a few times 
when 1 was in 

California and I recall 
with much pleasure 
some of the meals his 
wife put together for us. 
Somehow Pilon’s exten- 
sive spy network found out 
I had a double bed in my 
room, and I was only using 
half of it. Let me tell you, hav- 
ing someone as big and hairy as 
Pilon slipping into a bed with you 
after dark can cause your hair to fall 

out. Yeech, that bed looked like a bar- 
ber shop floor the next morning, and it ain't 
grown back since. 

Next time I slept near Pilon was in a stu- 
dents room at an Ohio State university 
meeting and ride. We had four bunk beds; 
Bill Kaeppner, the 'Little Burr' ramrod, was in 
one, a California quy who had medical train- 
ing and a Glock nine millimeter handgun— 
who might have been Pilon's bodyguard— 
was in another. I made sure Pilon got the 
upper right bunk and I took the lower left— 
near the door. 

I had made up my mind that if Pilon tried 
to crawl into bed with me I'd be gone like a 
striped-butt ape. 

Yeech! 




















\ 


— Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer 
of books, as well as author of the interna- 
tionally famous Duct Tapes stories. He can 
be reached at 111 North Summit Dr, RR5, 
Cabot AR 72023. 














reason for the request. This would give them 
the opportunity to blow the cobwebs out of 
their bikes and loosen up winter-stiff mus- 
cles, and halfway break-in the new boots 
and helmets that Santa had left under the 
Christmas tree. 

And another reason is that many well-to-do 
riders also found a brand new motorcycle 
leaning against the Christmas tree, and 
these things are hard to break-in prop- 
erly when the ground is covered by 
a ten inch base and 2 inches of 
fresh powder. 

In 1992 they passed out a 
route sheet that was 8 1/2 
inches across, far too wide for 
a normal route sheet holder. 

So everyone, it 
seemed, “borrowed” 
some of Hertfelder’s 
duct tape and stuck the 
thing on their gas tank. 
And this worked okay, 
sort of. 

However, given the age 
and visual acuity of most 
of the riders, it wasn’t 
unusual to see a motorcycle 
pulled off to the side of the 
trail with the rider sliding back 
almost to the rear end of the 
seat trying to focus his bi- 
focals, tri-focals or quad-focals 
on the proper turn on the route 
sheet. Then tromboning back and 
forth a few more times to focus in 
on the odometer—to see where he 
was right now. 

Strangely, the finish of the event was 
fourteen Zip codes northeast of where we 
started, and it was the same place where the 
Alligator Enduro ended. In fact, on the last 
mile or so we were using the same trail. 

John Penton was there still digging the 
Florida muck out of his ears, and he told me 
the Hi Point boots I was wearing were REAL- 
LY early models and I might give some 
thought to a new pair. 

Six years later and I’m still giving some 
thought. 

The enduro guys had already driven their 
vans and trailers to this location and knew 
how to get back to Daytona, the only thing 
we dual sport riders knew was that we were 
somewhere south of Georgia. 

But we weren't lost. NO PROBLEM, the 
wags said; just head East until you hit salt 
water then go South on the beach until the 
first ugly girl flashes you, then follow the line 
of Holly Daves going to the short track races. 
Our vans and trailers were in the parking lot. 





hursday of Daytona's Bike Week is 
Alligator Enduro day. 

Always was—and they're afraid to change it 
because those enduro guys do things 'by the 
numbers,' and if they change it to Friday no 
one would show up. 

This old guy has rid the Alligator Enduro 
maybe 15 times, and the BEST I ever did 
was managing to get my motorcycle out of 
the swamps and into my van before 1 a.m. 
FRIDAY! 

I don't ride the enduro anymore but I need 
an excuse to freeload on my Florida rela- 
tives, and soak up the sunshine and try to 
break the New Jersey head cold 1 always 
seem to pick up between three and four in 
the afternoon on the Friday before Labor 
Day. 

Don't tell ME you can't get a New Jersey- 
type head cold if you live in Arkansas; they 
have an outlet for the stuff near the Little 
Rock Baptist Hospital so the doctors will 
have a steady income all year. So me and a 
whole herd of aged and worn out enduro rid- 
ers sign up and ride the Alligator Dual Sport 
event. 

It'S a little bit like a paroled mass murder- 
er stealing a police car so he can get arrest- 
ed and go back and rub elbows with the 'lif- 
ers' for a few hours. Then, when the ride is 
over, he can return to whoever he's free- 
loading on with a filthy motorcycle; sun- 
burned, windburned, ten pounds lighter, 
twelve months older and coughing up a 
sand/lung mixture that's sort of disgusting 
because it sticks to the dried skin on your 
lips and sort of yo-yos up and down before 
dripping off. 

And you better keep your back to the wind 
as it makes up it's mind. 

1997 was the sixth running of the Alligator 
Dual Sport and this rider has been lucky 
enough to freeload my way onto all of them. 
It's interesting that, along the way, I’ve worn 
out my welcome with one brother-in-law, 
one sister-in-law, two step kids, at least five 
Florida Trail Rider members, and Cliff Ferris 
has his phone hard-wired to an answering 
machine that, he says, garbles my messages 
really bad. 

Who is Cliff Ferris, you ask? 

Well, we don't have space here, but I'll do 
The Truth About Cliff Ferris next month. 

The early Alligator Dual Sport rides weren't 
very well planned, but they've improved year 
by year. In fact, the first year it was run on 
Thursday, the same day as the Alligator 
Enduro. This meant that SOME riders had a 
tough decision to make. So all the enduro 
guys begged them to schedule the Dual 
Sport for the day previous. There was good 
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